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street corner. ‘There are many people who
hold the same opinion ag I do. They would
have been prepared to put their hands in
their pockets and give their mites towards
the Perth Hospital fund, bad the nurses
cmployed at that institution been treated
as I consider they should be.

Hon. H. Stewart: Always some excuse |

Houn. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Perhaps on
the part of the hon. member; it is an
accusation on my part! T will not give
a peuny towards the Perth Hoapital while
the nurses are worked such long hours, If
those nurses worked shorter hours and
were treated decently, there are many be-
sides myself who would be prepared to
increase the amounts we give to the insti-
tution. I support the Bill. I cannot
understand how it can be opposed by
any hon. member whe goes to a race-
course, takes a fly in a gold mine, goes
fishing, or does many another thing that
amounts to a gamble,. How c¢an they
possibly say they will vote against a
Lotteries Bill and contend it is immora!
to run lotteries? If that is so, then it is
immoral to do the various things I have
mentioned. If hon. members seek to pre-
vent those things, then . they will take
away one of the little pleasures in life
left to us to help us through this dreary
world.

On motion by Hon. H. A. 3tephenson
debate adjourned.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS,

Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that the Council’s amendment
had been agreed to.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.
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QUESTION—EDUCATION, DRIVING
ALLOWANCE.

Mr. LINDSAY ashed the Hon, 8., W,
Munsie (Honorary Minister)}: 1, Has the
driving allowance for children living mere
than three miles from schoel been reduced?
2, If so, why?

The Hon. 5. W, MUNSIE replied: 1 and

2, Yes. It is considered that the reduced
amount is adequate.

QUESTTON ~RAILWAYS, PASSENGER
SERVICES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Railways: In view of the increas-
ing competition of motor vehicles, is it the
intention of the Railway Department to ex-
pedite the passenger serviees between Narro-
gin and Perth, particolarly the day trains?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: This question was gone into some
time ago, and provision has been made in
the summer time-table—which operates from
the 1st December—for a faster day service.
The running time will be reduced by 114
hours,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Alhany Loan Validation.
Tntroduced by the Minister for Lands.
2, Bunbury Electric Lighting Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by Mr. Withers,
3, Carnarvon Electric Lighting.
Introduced by Mr. Angelo.
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RETURN—LANDS VALUATION,
- On motion by Mr. Lindsay, ordered:

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing (a) the estimated
unimproved value of met.opolitan Ilands;
{b) the estimated unimproved value of
agricultural lands; (¢} the cstimated um-
improved value of country and goidfields
town lands; (d) the cstimated unim-
proved value of Crown leascholds (as
assessed under the Land and Income Taz
Asscssment Act, 1807).

SELECT CCOMMITTEE, METROPOLITAN
MARKETS
Report presented.
Mr. Mann brought up the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into
the establishment of metropolitan markets.

Report received and read, and ordered to
he printed.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIFAL
TRAMWAYS.

Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Couneil now ¢on-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair;
Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clause 2, Subelause (2)—Insert at the
beginning of the subelause the following
words: ‘“subjeet to the provisions of the
Traffic Aet, 1918°’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the Council’s

agreed to.
It merely brings the by-laws under t.he
Traffic Act.

Question put and pasaed; the Councl_]’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adepted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

Minister for

amendment be

MOTTON—RADIOGRAPHER,
COMPENSATION.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Oectober on
the motion by Hon. W. D, Johnson—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that a special allowance should
be made to Mr. W. J. Hancoek, late Gov-
ernment Electrical Engineer, to compen-
sate him for loss and suffering endured
through his honorary work as radio-
grapher at the Perth and Base Hospitas.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [4.58]:
In supporting this motion it will be neces-
sary for me to explain some misunderstand-
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ings. These have occurred, 1 think, quite
aceidentally and largely through Mr. Han-
cock’'s illness being so serious that he was
unable in the early stages, when his
pension was being computed, to have a
personal interview with the Public Service
Commiszioner. After the pension was
compuied, a number of his friends went
to some of the Ministers, the Commis-
stoner, and Dr. Saw. The Honorary Min-
ister for Health, in the course of his re-
marks, stated that Mry. Hancock was very
annoyed at the attitude of Dr. Saw. That
is true, but it is not elearly stated. I had
a long conversation with Mr, Hanecock.
My interest in the matter is easily under-
stood, for T was a member of the board of
management of the Perth Publie Hoaspital
for 16 or 17 years, and chairman of it for
eight or nine years. During the whole of
that time and prier to it Mr. Hancock was
honorary radiographer. I am, therefore,
thoroughly acquainted with him, his work,
and of course his illness and trouble. I
was naturally anxious, before addressing
myself to the subjeect, in view of what
the Honorary Minister said, to see Mv.
Hancock, so that I might avoid causing
him any more irritation than apparently
has been occasioned to him. Really the
position was that Mr. Hancock, as pointed
out clearly by the mover, was of opinion,
and he is to-day of opinion, that he
shonld have had four years’ service added
to his pension rights beeause of having
been taken over as an Imperial officer. In
that case his pemsien would have been
forty-sixtieths instead of, as it was origin-
ally fixed, thirty-six-sixtieths, The former
basis would have given him £388. When
the pension had been fixed on the lower
basis, Mr. Hancock interviewed Dr.
Saw; and Dr. Saw said that he, amongst
other friends of Mr. Hancock, would see
what could be doue, and would endeavour
to secure the additional four yeara to Mr.
Haacock’s length of service, as had been
done in the case of many officers, or all
officers, taken over from the Ilmperial
service. Apparently in good faith, or
rather in generosity, Dr. Saw interviewed
the Public Service Commissioner, and the
latter expressed himself as unable to add
the four years. I assume that them Dr.
Saw, again in a spirit of generosity, drew
attention to the honorary work which Mr.
Haneock had done at the Perth Hospital
as radiographer, work which broughi upon
him the illness from which he suffers to-
day. I have gathered that the knowledge
of that work caused the Public Service
Commisgioner to become very sympathetie,
and he inereased Mr. Haneock’s pension
by about £19, bringing it up to £388 odd.
T am confident that T speak not without
knowledpge when I sav that Mr. Hancock
was annoyed to think that his honorary
serviced to the Perth Hospital shonld have
been hronght in. He was very proud of
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that honorary work; and indeed was
jealous of it. He had accepted the work
in an honorary cacpacity, and did not feel
disposed to aecept remuneration in any
shape for it. What oceurred, howeves,
was that his health was injured, so much
so that he is now utterly inecapacitated
and requires the services of a trained
nurse to look after him, He held that the
case which should have been put up was
that he was entitled to cousideratiop from
the Government for injury to his health
while he was pioneering X.ray work in
this State. He was among the earliest
pioneers of X.ray work, as long as 25 or
26 years ago; and he is suffering like all
the old X-ray scientists are suffering; that
is, those of them who are not dead. In the
early days of X-ray apparatus the scien-
tists were not aware of the dangers sur-
rounding its use. To-day the up-to-date
X-ray specialist, having the benefit of the
sad experience of the pioneers, conducts
his professional operations with perfect
safety. The difference between describing
Mr. Hancock’s ¢laim as based on injury te
bealth and describing it as based on honor-
ary work is what Mr. Hancoek quite
rightly takes objection to. He was at the
Perth Hospital for many years, and his
association with the honorary medical and
surgical and ophthalmie staffs was most
cordial, and he was proud of it; and he
does not feel that he is justified, or that
anybody is justified, in asking for any
remuneration on his behalf for that ser-
vice. Unquestionably Mr. Hancock is now
a very sick man. He is so ill that he re.
quires continuons medical treatment and
the eonstant attendance of a trained nurse.
Therefore it is up to this House to do
something to assist him. On his pensiou
it is impossible for him to keep his home
and also to keep a trained nurse.

Mr. Teesdale: What is the amount of
his pension¥

My, TAYLOR : £368.

Hon. §. W. Munsie: The exact amounlt
is £368 19s. 44.

Mr. Teesdale: A very nice pension, too.

Mr. TAYLOR: The feea of the trained
nurse and the cost of her keep absorb the
greater portion of that pension. We know
the scale of payment for trained: nurses
nowadays, four guineas per week, in addi-
tion to keep. Anvone who bas had a
trained nurse in his house realises that it
is a most expensive matter, It was
pathetic to see Mr. Hancock as I saw him
two or three weeks agoe, having known
him for many years as s fine, robust man.
It was espeeially pathetic in view of the
fact that his present condition is due to
pioneering work from which hundreds of
the people of Western Australia have
personally benefited, and from which thou-
sands will benefit in the future. I feel
confident that the House will carry the
motion, although the reference to his work
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as radiographer should be deleted from it,
beeause of his objection to it. I hope the
Government will grant Mr, Hancock such
financial assistance as will enable bim to
retain the services of a trained npurse
during bhis illness without taking the
reguisite amount out of his pension, which
is then reduced te a very small amount.
I leartily support the motion.

Mr, GEQRGE  {(Murray-Wellington)
[69]: I am in accord with the intention
of the motion, namely, to afford to Me.
Hancock the assistance that is necessary,
and in that way to recbgnise that the
State has obtained the benefit of very val.
uable work voluntarily carried out by Mr.
Haneock, as described by the last speaker.
I am at variance, however, with some of the
arguments put forward in regard to the
amount of Mr. Hancork’s pension, as to
whether he should or should not have had
four years added to his length of service.
That questior should not have been imported
into the discussion at all. We want to be
very careful in that respect. The question
of Mr. Hancock’s pension went before the
Public Service Commissioner, and was set-
tled, and thercfore I need say mo more on
that point. I hope the motion will be car-
ried unanimously, without a single dissent-
ient voice; thus showing that Western Aus-
tralia is fully prepared to recognise pioneer-
ing work of this kind, work carried out at
the risk of health, and to the actvnal detri-
ment of health, and probably with the
offect of shortening life.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.12]: I
support the motion, with a slight reserva-
tion. T appreciate, however, that the mo-
tion is one which calls for little elaboration.
All and sundrv fully recognise the work
done by Mr. Hancock as a pioneer radie-
grapher at the Perth Hospital. T am fear-
ful of saying something which might ecanse
Mr, Hancock to think that there is not ade-
ouate appreciation of that work. T wounld
po even further than the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr, Taylor) and say that Mr.
Hancock is justified in taking np the att-
tnde he has adopted. The House shonld
grant him compensation for injury to bis
health. He is far too much of a gentleman
to do honorary work and then, when ad-
verse cireumstanees have hefallen him, nse
that honorary work as a lever to secure re-
compense. Whatever the Government may
contemplate doing, however, we appreciate
to the full that snch men as Mr. Hancock
are all too rare, men who render valuable
services in an honorary capacity for the
welfare of humanity and the advancement
of srience, Mr. Hancock was courageous
encugh to undertake dangerous work for the
henefit of the hunman race, and in his in-
jured state we cannot be too gemerous to
him. There is only one point I wish to
raigze, and T shall raise it in the form of
an amendment to the motion. I do not,
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tiowever, wish it to be thought that 1
would ecurtail in the slightest degree what
might be considered reasonable compensa-
tion of JMr. Hancock by the State, 1 do
hold that the Federal Government should
also recognise his work, and grant him
something entirely apart from whatever
he may be granted by the State, I move
an amendment—

That all the words after ‘' Public’” be
strueck owt, and the following inseried in
tieu:—*' hogpital, and thal representations
be made to the Fedeval Government for
somc recognitien of like serviee at the
Base Hospital,””

1 hope the Govermment will give serious
consideration to the amendment, and make
application to the Commonwealth authoritizs
accordingly,

Mr. Wilson: He will get nothing from
the Federal people.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the member
for Collie is entirely wrong on this occasion.

Mr. Wilson: I hope so teo.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member is
never right, and I hope he is wrong this
time.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford—in
reply) [5.15]: On behalf of Mr., Hancock
and his family, T desire to thank hon. mem-
bers for the favourable consideration given
to the representations made on his behalf,
The motion has nothing to do with his pen-
sion, which is outside tha scove of the pro-
posal altogether, The objeet iz purely to
give him and his family some chance of
meeting the extra expemses involved be-
cause of the unfortunate ailment that has
followed on his work as an X-ray operator.
I leave the matter in the hands of hon.
members.

Question, as amended, put and passed.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AR-
SESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in charge
of the Bill

The CHATRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Clause 8 which had been amended
and was still under consideration.

The PREMIER: When the Bill was last
before the Committee, we were discussing
the proviso to Subelause 9. This amendment
js necessary, because persons, almost with-
out exception, whose business is the buying
and selling of land, capitalise rates and
taxes and add the amount to the price of
the land when it is sold. The cost of the
land is deducted and they claim deduetions
becanse of the rates and taxes, The dif-
ference represents the taxable income. Under
Subsection 13 of Seetion 30 of the Act, they
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can also claim a deduction on aeccount of
rates and taxes. Thus in the past the de-
duction of rates and taxes has had to be
granted twice over., The amendment will
cbviate that position,

Clause, a5 amuvnded, agreed to.
Clause 9—Repeal of Section 34:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Scction
34 deals with refunds by the Commissioner
of any excess of taxes paid. Will the Pre-
mier explain the reason for repealing that
section?

Mr. Thomson: TIf the clause be agreed
to, there will be no provisivn for refunds.

The PREMIER: Section 62 of the Act
provides for refunds. That being so, Sec-
tion 34 is unnecsssary,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 10—agreed to.
Clause 1ll—Amendment of Section 68

(a}:

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause pravides fairly stiff penalties. Why
is this necessary?

The PREMIER: The clause is taken from
the Federal Act. It has been found neces
sary to do this on acc¢ount of the number ot
incorrect returns submitted to the Depari-
ment. At pregent an individual who ig late
in furnishing his returns or fails to furnish
any return, or submits incorreet returuos,
can be penalised for only one offence. The
Federal Act provides that a man can be
penalised for one or all of the offences he
commits.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is it at the
discretion of the Commissioner?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: When it
comes to collections to be made by the Gov-
ernment, we are not slow in providing pen-
alties. Many neople pay more by way of
taxation than they should pay.

The Premier: That is so with gsome, but a
good many de not pay all they shomld.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If a per-
gon endeavours to avold the payment of
taxation, he should be pumished. There are
thousands of men who ought to pay taxee
but do not send in returns, If a mistake is
made, the individual should not be severely
punished. 1 do not see where provieion is
made for the Commissioner exerciging his
discretion regarding penalties.

The PREMIER: I agree with the Leader
of.the Opposition that it is wrong to heavily
fine an individual whose offence is due to
a mistake. In the past I have been fined
and I felt rather sore about it. My mistake
was an innocent one. The Commissioner
should take into consideration each indi-
vidual case and the penalty should be hased
upon the cireumstances of each case. If it
ia right to give the Commissioner power to
fine a taxpayer for non-compliance with a
certain provision of the Act, and to rely
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upen his judgment regarding the penalties
to be imposed, it is equally sound to give
him authority to impose penalties on tax-
payers tor a number of offences, granted al-
ways that the discretionary power vested
in the (‘oemmissioner is exercised fairly
towards taxpayers.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
satisfied with the Premier’s remarks, espec-
ially ir he sees that the Commissioner gets
a copyv of them, as reported in ‘‘Hansard.'”’

The Prewier: T shall have a eopy bound
and presented to him.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
it: it is only a fair thing.

Clange put aml passed,

{ lanse 12, Title—agreed to.

Bill roported with amendments.

I mean

BILL—-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee.

AMr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Land: in charge of the Bill,

Clanse 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Power to write off:

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T approve
of the writing down of amounts, but by
another process. The Government should
get a vote of Parliament each year iu
order that accounts might be written down.
Many of the recommendations of the board,
following the reports of the special eom-
mittee, were approved before I left office.
I shall not oppose the Minister’s way of
doing the writing down, although I think
it is pretty strong power to give the board.
However, it has to be done. It would be
possible for the Minister, if he wished, to
close down the board altogether without
consulting Parliament, because he could
ask every client of the board to execute a
mortgage and so terminate his connection
with the I.A.B, However, I take it the
Minister will not do that. When these
client: have given a mortgage, they may
require assistance for a time. Perhaps the
board would take a lien over their wool and
crop proceeds, and they would have very
little money with which to carry on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
nhat T ean gather from the officials, a client
will Le in a better position when free from
the board. Immediately he gives a mort-
gage over his holding, he will bhe able o
deal with the proceeds of his erops. Thus
“he will have that money to work on. The
Leader of the Opposition, when in office,
agreed to write down the amount of
£46,776 recommended by the special com-
mittees, but no power cxisted to enable that
to he done. Additional amounts are—in
the (ncerup district £15,000, in the Ajana
district €10,000, and in the Esperance dis-
trict £7.000. With losses, ete., dealt with
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up to the present, including abandoned pro-
perties, the total amount is £363,000, and
that is equal to a subsidy of 3d. per bushel
on every bushel of wheat grown by the
farmers who have Dbeen assisted by the
board. DMembers of the board have gone
inte the matter fully, They state that in
almost every instance creditors are willing
to assist the settlers by writing down por-
tion of thecir debts or giving them time to
pay. They will make that arrangement
prior to the I.A.B, indebtedness being writ-
ten down,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They must do
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:: The
board will not do anything to handicap a
settler whose acecount they think it neces-
sary to write down. A large nomber of
the elients of the beard are desirous of hav.
ing freedom of trade, instead of continu-
ing under the control and management of
the board. They ask that their indebted-
ness be capitalised. It may not be neces-
sary to write down the amonnts, but if
pressure were put upon them at the moment,
fhey tould not be able to meet their obli-
gationa. We have about 700 abandoned
farms, of which 178 are under the soldier
settlement scheme.

Hon. Sir James
largely around Perth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know, but a great number arc farms that
were purchased. We do not want any more
abandoned farms on our hands, We want
to sell what we have. The Minister for
Apriculture is repeatedly reminding me of
the depredations of vermin and steps must
be taken to dispose of abandoned properties,

Hon. Sir James Mitechell: This will not
help that situation,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
glad the Leader of the Opposition agrees
with our proposal, though he differs regard-
ing the method. Seeing that the report of
the board has to be laid on the Table of the
House every year, Parliament will be fully
acquainted with ail the accounts written
down, and will have an opporturity to gues-
tion any wmount pnd receive an explanation
of it. T'nder the method we are adopling,
there will not be the Josz of time that
would ocenr under the method of the Leader
of the Opposition hetween the time the
board thought fit to deal with a elient and
the time when Parliament decided the ques-
tion. The officers are satisfied that this
meoasure will lead to much good, and wil
further assist not only the men on their
holdings, but the State in general by per-
mitting freedom of trade.

Mr. THOMSON: T am pleased that
there is a measure of relief in view for a
number of settlers. Tt is gratifying to hear
that the Leader of the Opposition does not
oppose the method. - Last year a sectiom
of his supporters strongly urged the intro-
duetion of a Bill of this kind, and it is
eratifying to members on the cross benches

Mitchell: They are
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that the present Government, without amy
request whatever fromn us, have seen fit to
introdoee this Bill. The measure, after all,
was suggested by the board. The method
adopted by the Government is much fairer
than that suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
have had the same result.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Except that anything
done under your method wonld have been at
the will or whim of the Minister for the
time being, and would have been in the
nature of a special favour.

Houn. Sir Jemes Mitehell: You are abso-
lately wrong.

Me. THOMSON: I am not.

The Minister for Lands: That applies
now; the Minister must approve.

Mr. Richardson: But we have a different
Minister,

Mr. THOMSON: A recommendation has
to be submitted, and I presume the Minister
will adopt the suggestion of the bhoard.
The Leader of the Oppasition thought the
Minister shonld have the say and that each
case ghonld be dealt with on its ierits.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: If it is not, [
do not know where we shall get to.

Mr. THOMSON: I have faith in the
board, who have always been reasonable
and willing to assist. Many farmers were
in good faith placed on land that has
proved unsuitable. It is reasonable that
settlers under the board be given an
opportunity to trade freely. If there is a
legitimate writing down to be done, the
man who has battled for 10 or 12 years,
and who has been a genuine trier all the
time should be given the advantage.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I admit
we shall reqeire to have inspeetors to
watch some people. Of course a man who
needs to be watched will not get toc mueh
consideration from the board, if he should
be found out. Areas of crop mave been
seen on adjoining properties, one held by
a private individual and the other by a
man under the Industries Board. In the
case of the privately owned erop it looked
ag if it might go three bags to the acre
while the crop put in by the Industries
Asgistance Board farmer appeared to he
four-bushel. When the harvest return was
made the position was reversed, the pri-
vate man having the four bags and the
Industries Assistance Board farmer “the
smaller erop of the two. It is necessary
that a ecareful watch should be kept. The
present members of the board as we know,
are not likely to be influenced by political
pressure, and they are the men who will
deal wtih all these questions under the
Bill

Mr. LINDSAY: One matter has been
overlooked, and it is the position of the
unfortunate individual who has taken
over a farm from the hoard and who, after
the lapse of 2 few months, has found him-

AMine would
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gelf quite unable to carry the load. I have
approached the trustees and they told me
that there was nothing in the Act that
would permit them to write down the Qebt
on the land, notwithstanding that it was
recognised that fhe debt was much more
than the property was worth. These who
hold property of this deseription are
guffering an injustice. One might say it
was their own lookout, but at the same
time they were on the land and unless
something was done to write down the
capital they would walk off it. The Bill
will enable them to remain om the land
and pay their wav. There is also the
individual whose operations are vestrieted
by the LA.B. Some of these men wish to
get off the board and if the debts were
funded, they could get outside assistance
which they cannot secure to-day.

Mr., THOMSQON: The Leader of the
Opposition remarked that T was not aware
of the conditions of the proposed writing
down. T am quite aware that the board
have ingtructed their clients to approach
the ontside creditors and ask what
measure of relief can be expected from
them. Some of the clients have asked to
he relieved of the whole of the Hability,
and in many instances that has been done,
the creditors realising that there i3 no
earthly hope of getting anything. If the
value of the property is less than the
client’s indebtedness to the board and the
bank, the outside cteditor eannot get any-
thing.

Mr. Mann: He gets his dividends out of
the earnings.

Mr. THOMSON: If the outside creditors
had teo depend on that, their chance
would indeed he hopeless.

Mr. Latham: That is not fair. -A great
deal of money has.been paid back,

Mr. THOMSON: But T am alluding to
those clients whose accounts are to be
written down. The Bill does not deal with
those in a pogition to pay their ocutside
ereditors, nor with those who have already
paid. Tf it be necessary to render assistance
of the sort at any time in the future, it
should be done through the Agricultural
Bank,

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3, 4—agreed to,
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

ANNUAI, ESTTMATES, 1924-25,
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 23rd Oetober.
Lutey in the Chair.
Fote — Public

£87 500:

Mr.

Works end Buildings,
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Tue MINISTER FPOR WORKS (lon, A,
MeCallum—South Fremantle) [6.6): There
iz not much to say about the Public Works
Department under the heading of revenue,
for most of the expenditure of that depart-
ment is from loan. The most important
change affecting the department is the de-
cision of the Commonwealth Government to
establish a Public Works Department of
their own in this State. Up till now the
Btate has been doing the work for the Com-
monwealth on a commission hasis, and all
the rccords show that the Commonwealth
Lave been well satisfied with the way the
work has heen carried out. Nevertheless,
they have decided to set uwp a department
of their own, which means increased cost
of adpinistration on State works, and un-
doubtedly increased cost to the Common-
wealth by the establishment of a scparate
organisation. Under the past arrangement
vur officer going along to inspeet, say, some
Btute building eould, without increased ex-
penditure, inspeet the Commeonwealth post
offict as well. 8o, too, in country “districts,
the one officer casily attended to work for
both departments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will not
let the Commonwesalth do our work, will
you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
not mueh fear of that. However, their de-
cision to do their own work means inereased
expenditure for us. We are the last State
in which they have set up their Public
Works Department.

Mr. Teesdale: Will there be any retrench-
ment as a result?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: We will
have a little, but we cannot expect to etfect
a saving to the full hecause, as I have said,
our work for the Commonwealth wag done
in our stride and cost us very little,
Coming to.the works section of the depart-
ment, the amount expended last year was
£87,220, and a similar amount is asked for
this year. The Estimates are mainly made
up of portion of total salaries, certain inci-
dentals, reats for buildings leased, usual sub-
sidies to road boards, and the balance con-
gists entirely of money required to maintain
eertain public works and Government build-
ings. Balaries total £83,177 as compared
with £74,127 spent last vear. Practically
the whole of the inerease, £9,000, i3 on ac-
eount of inereased staff in the roads and
bridges braneh, necessitated by the large
sum expended by reason of the Common-
wealth main roads scheme. The £83177
represents the total salaries payable. Of this,
£43,722 is tramsferred fo Loan Aecount,
£2,553 to the Property Trust section of the
Estimates, £15,897 to Goldfields Water Sup-
ply. and £10,070 to Other Hydraulic Under-
takings, thus leaving a net sum chargeable
against revenue for the public works section
of £0.442, compared with £8,554 last year,
The largest item is ‘‘roads and bridges
throughout the State,’’ which, of course, in-
cludes the annual subgidy, slightly in exeess
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of £23,U0u, the vote being £30,597, praeti-
cally the same as last year’'s vote. The
only other item under the heading of roads
and bridges is the maintenance by the Gov-
ernment of the main road to the caves,
£90U. This road has been under the control
of the department for some years past.
Mainienance of that portion of the
Karrakatta-road parallel to the Karrakatta
Cemetery feuce iz £150. There are three
small items for maintenance of bridges. 1
want to give some particulara of the ex-
penditure under the Commonwealth road
grant. 1 think we have now arrived at a
better understanding with the Common-
wealth authorities and know what ia in the
minds of the Commonwealth people and what
tley desire.

Houn., Sir James Mitehell:
is it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, 1
think we know now where they are—which
is not to say that we are satistied with the
{leeision, but merely that we know what they
will permit to be ineluded in the expenditure
under the Act, They lay it down that the
money is to be vsed on main developmental
roads leading to new settlement. If there
be a number of roads leading to different
settlements, one must be chogsen as the main
road, and Commonwealth money can be ex-
pended only on such road.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They interfere
too much altegether.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I have
suggested to them that, as we are expending
pound for pound with them and, in addi-
tien, we have to meet the overhead charges,
there should be sufficient confidence dis-
played between the two Governments to
allow us to see that our own money is ex-
pended to the best advantage, that they
should trust us to select the roads for ex-
penditure.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: They dictate
to ug as to how we shall sperd our own
money.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes,
that is so. However the Commonwealth en-
gineer advises me that when the programme
for these roads to new settlements ia com-
pleted, probably the branch or subsidiary
roads, what we term feeder roads, will be
ineluded in the next programme.

This is final,

Sitting sugpended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
tea I was explaining the conditions under
which the Commonwealth authorities make
money availahle for road construetion,
Amongst the provisions that we are advised
the Eastern States are complying with is
one that limits the expenditure o a radius
outside 100 miles from a eapital eity. That
is not a striet condition laid down by the
Commonwealth, but it was put up to us that
two of the Eastern States were complying
with it, and that we should live up to that
condition. T have stood out against it and
pointed out that our conditions in this State
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are entirely dissimilar to those in the East-
ern States, where they have developed fully
to within 100 miles of their eapital cities.
They have no new settlement within that
distanee, but in this State there iz plenty
within 100 miles of Perth. I have not
agreed to that condition and the depart-
ment has not adopted it. The Common-
wealth Government cannot enforee it, be-
cause it is not a provision of their law. Some
of the conditions set out are that the grade
of the road, upon which the Commonwealth
money i3 to be spent, must not execeed 1 in
16; that no Commonwealth money can be
expended on roads connecting railway towns.
No plant i3 to be bought ont of the grant,
bnt the hire of plant may be charged
for and the department has agreed on the
percentage. The State Government shall do
all surveys and supply all the staff, The
dimensiona of the roads and construction
must be in accordance with the plans and
speeifications approved by the Federal De-
partment of Works, which ingist upon per-
manent and dvrable roads. The minimum
width of 20ft. formation is prescribed; the
minimam width of gravelling or metalling
to be 12ft., and the minimum width of elear-
ing to be 22ft. None of the moner is to be
expended within municipalities.  All the
supervision shall be paid by the State Gov-
ernment exeept wages of the foreman and
his subordinates: The schednle of the pro-
posed roads must be approved by the Fed-
eral Department of Works. We are per-
mitted to deduet from the expenditure the
first year’s maintenance, which shall be
made a charge against the fund. Tt has
been agreed that wp to 5 per cent. of the
expenditure can be beld for maintenance for
the first year.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
rading cut out?

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: It is not
a condition of the Act that the Common-
wealth Government passed, and they cannot
enfore it. We have declined to adopt it.
The Commonwealth insisted that there
should be a minimum of £1,000 spent on
each partienlar road.

Mr. Thomson: That is a rotten thing.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes. 1
had a proposal before me the other dav for
the construetion of a road in the Merredin
distriet. This would have cost £1,000 if it
had heen dome ander the Commonweaith
grant, which would have meant an expendi-
tnre by the State of £500, and a similar
amonnt spent ovt of the Commonwealth
fund. The road hoard, however, was willing
to do the whole of the work to the satisfac-
tion of the seitlers for £200. Tt nail me
better to get the work done for £200 than
to put £500 of State money into it. It is
argoed that what is required is main roads
leading to mew settlements, and that the
money shall not e used for small snbsidiary
works. This is to save the cost of super-
vision.

Is the 100-mile
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Mg,
roads?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
cannot iink up two railway tawns. The johs
must not he small, otherwise the cost of
supervision would be teo great. When the
Government came into office, on April 17,
the expenditure, including the liabilities in
regard to this work was £26,000. The amount
expended since the Government c¢ame info
office 15 £151,000, giving a total of £177,000.
We have cleaved 241 miles of road; eleared
and formed 133 milvs; eleared, forimed uml
gravelled, 78 miles; and the amount ex-
pended from the first moiety was £133,000,
and from the second moiety £43,000. Com-
monwealth approval has been sought for
about half of fthe remaining works, the
sehedule of which is in Melbourne. We ex-
pect to iave the halance of the work ap-
proved within a month or so.

Mr, Latham; Does that mean we have
only £1,000 left to spend out of the two
years’ grant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is £190,000 to be spent each year, half be-
ing put up by the Commonwealth, and half
by the State.

Mr. George: Are they letting you carry
over the money not spent last year?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I
arranged that. The original condition was
that the balance of last year’s grant
should be returned to the Commonwealth
Treasury. T took up the matter with the
Comunonwealth authorities, and, the other
States having been bombarding them, they
agreed to allow the unexpended balance
to be carried over. I have issued instruc-
tions that road boards are to be given an
opportunity to tender for the work to be
done within their distriets. If the price
they quote is fair, and the engineer is
satisfied that they have the organisation
and machinery with which to do the work,
it will be given to the road hoard to do. I
am also informing the road boards that
they shall not take men off their holdings
to put them on to road construction, but
shall employ upon road work men who
look to that class of employment for their
livelihood. In my travels around the coun-
try evidence has beem given to me of the
importance of importing new men into
distriets to carry out road work. In mo
fewer than three districts it is considered
that 25 per cent., of the men who were im-
ported into it for road construction have
remained there. They have either become
interested in farm work or have taken up
land for themselves. T am laying it down
to the road bhoards that they shall not
take men off their holdings, but shall give
the work to the others T have mentioned.

Mr. George: Tn the South-West there
are men who have time to spare on their
own holdines at a particular reried of the
year, and it would assist them to develop

Sampson: They must be parallel
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their holdings if they got some of this
work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are plenty of other men walking about thz
¢ity with time to spare, and they cannot
get a living. This work should not be
given to settlers. There are, of course,
eases where a settler has been assisted to
develop his holding by reason of his being
able to get outside work of this deserip-
tion to do. But as a matter of principle
rond boards are not to be permitted to
employ such j.eople.

Mr. Sampson: In some cases the oppor-
tunity to pget outside work makes it
possible for a man to remain on his held-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I know
of cases where men have left their hold-
ings to be worked by boys so that they
might earn money nn road construetion.
I will not have that sort of thing.

Mr. Sampson: But some of them find it
difficult to develop their holdings without
such assiatance.

Mr, George: In the South-West there
are some holdings that would not be occu-
pied to-day but for the outside work the
owners have been able to get.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
following is a list of road beards carrying
out work under this grant: Denmark,
Albany, Plantagenet, Broomehill, Katan-
ning, Woodanilling, Wagin, Dumbleyung,
Lake Grace, Kent, Serpentine, Jarrahdale,
Rockingham, Armadale - Kelmseott, Fre-
maretle, Wanneroo, Swan, Chittering, Gin-
gin, Melbourne, Dalwallinu, Esperance,
Coolgardie, Harvey, Sussex, Augusta,
Capel, Warren, and Darling Range.

Mr, Sampson: Did you say the Darling
Range Road Board? They have not any
authority yet.

The MINISTEE FOR WORKS: The
following road boards have contraets:
Albany, Broomehill, Katanning, Woodanill-
iTan’ Dumbleyung, Lake Grace and XKent,

e have had materially to increase the
staff of the Roads and Bridges Depart-
ment. By arrangement with the Univer-
sity we are pgiving encouragement to
young graduates from that institution.
We think it a sound policy that the Gov-
eroment should encourage young men who
are studying there, and give them a
chance to make good. There are no fewer
than seven gradueates devoting part of
their time to the engineers of the Public
Works Department, and part of their time
to study at the University. They get a
practical knowledge nf their work with
the engineers, and carry on the theory Wy
attending lectures at the University. We
have engaged 11 graduates from the Uni-
versity as engineers in this department.
We have set g policy that is sound and ean
be followed with advantage to the State
and to the benefit of the young men con-
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cerned. They are our own citizens, and
have had the benefit of a State education.

Mr. Sampson: It is a very good policy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Harbours and Rivers vote this year is
£2,852, the largest item being £1,200 for
the repair of the fishing boat breakwater,
which was destroyed at Fremantle by a
recent storm. The other jtems ure the
uspal recurring ones. A sum of £3,500
will be used for traffic expemses for rail-
ways under construection. I refer to the
Esperance line, the Margaret River-
Flinder's Bay line, the Narembeen-
Merredin line, and the Piawaning-north-
wards line. On these lines it iz expected
that the receipts will balance the expendi-
ture. The Narembeen-Merredin line is
open for traffic from Merredin to Cramp-
thorne, which is about 19 miles from Nar-
embeen, It is expected that the through
trafiic to Narembeen will be open in abount
three weeks. We anticipate handing the
line over to the working rallways in Feb-
ruary next. The Busselton-Margaret River
line was handed to the Railway Depart-
ment last Monday week. That depart-
ment 18 now inspecting the Margaret
River-Flinder’s Bay section, We expect to
have that running for through trafiic from
Busselton to Flinder’s Bay within a few
days, and we shatl probably hand the rail-
way over to the department at the end of
January. The Piawaning-northwards rail-
way contract eriginally provided for com-
pletion at the end of May. Now that o
further 31% miles of extemsion has been
arranged for it will probably be the
end of June before the line is com-

pleted. The Esperance Northwards line
trafic now runs from Esperance to
the terminus. We shall probably hand
thie over to the Working TRailways
gome time in May next. TUnder the
heading of public buildings there is

nothing special to draw attention to. It
is realieed that the amounts voted are in-
sufficient to maintain puoblie buildings in
first-class comdition; but the necessity for
balancing the ledger preclides proper pro-
vigion being made in this respect, and con-
sequently only such works as are wrgently
necessary will be earried out. In connec-
tion with the Department of Labour, the
amount spent on Arbitration Court salaries
last year was £1,346; this year £1,164 is
required. The incidental expenditure last
vear was £1,805; for this year it is esti-
mated at £2,007, the small excess being ac-
counted for hy the faet that certain items
of expenditure under *1Mfiscellaneons’’
were Iaat vear charped against the general
Crown Law vote. With regard to shops
and factories inspection, salaries this year
total £2,328 as againat £1,780 for last vear,
The increase is accounted for hy provision
that is made for twn additional inspectnrs.
The total vote in this connection is £2.703,
as eompared with £2,094 for last year.
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Other matters will be dealt with under the
various headings if any member wishes de-
tailed information. The appointment of a
oew Engineer-in-Chicf has nat yet been de-
finitely settled. The Government sre await-
ing advices by mail, and these should come
to hand any day. Therefore it is hoped
that an appointment will he made rhortly.

AMr, Latham: No provision is made um
these Estimates for any additional salary?®

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: No. We
are still considering whether the appoint-
ment will be under the Public Service Aet,
or for a term under contract. We are mot
sticking clogely to the advertised conditions,
but are making inquiries in varions coun-
tries, as well as throoghont the Common-
wealth, with a view to ensuring that the
Btate shall obtain the best man for the
position,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[7.49}: I congratulate the Minister on his
statement. T do not think that ever in my
public life have I seen se much humbugging
as our Inblic Works Department have been
subjected to by the Commonwealth in con-
nection with the plans to which the Min-
ister referred. T am pleased that the Min-
ister has shown ag mueh outspokenness in
this connection as the Premier displayed
regarding the rinderpest trouble, The
{'ommonwealth sent our Public Worka De-
partment instructions with regard to the
plans, and the plans were got out, but of
course they were not right. Then the Com-
monwealth sent a2 man over to tell us what
they wanted; and the work was done again,
and then it seems the plans were once more
unsatisfactory. I am glad the Minister for
Works has the Commonwealth Government
by the wool, and T hope he will maintain
his hold. The Minister referred to the
proposed appointment of an Ingineer-in-
Chief. I commend him and the other mem-
boers of the Government for the prudence
and care they are evidently using to get
someone to fill that important position who
will rise to the occasion and aceept his
full responsibilities. It is out of the ques-
tion to expect those responmsibilities to be
carried by the mere accident of an acei-
dent; for a man becomes a member of Par-
liament mainly by accident, and a member
of Parliament becomes a Minister mostly hy
fortuitous circumstances. Those factors do
not render him capable, without previous
training, of bearing the full responsibility
of a dcpartment, the work of which requires
the skill resulting from special training and
gpecial study. The Enpineer-in-Chief should
not be ap Engineer-in-Chief merely in name,
but should so advise the Government that
they do not fal! into error, with consequent
loss to the State. The Government have
the full sympathy of every member of the
Chamber in their arduous task of selecting
an Engineer-in-Chief. I have always held
that a Minister should stand up for ‘his
officers. Loyalty from the Minister to his
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officers chould beget not merely loyalty
from the oflicers to their Minister, but also
to the department and ro their fellow offi-
vers. It is a shoeking spectacle we have
had during the last few weeks of one
ofticer backbiting and belittling another
officer. Buch a spectacle assuredly does not
redound to the credit of either the officer
or the department. 1f the opinions given
by leading officers of this State with regard
to volleagues doing work that will cost
millions of public mouey are right, was it
not the duty of the Engineer-in-Chief to
advise the Government that vitally import-
ant work wag being carried on by men who
ware incompetent, and that the work must
result in trouble and less? As a fact, for
the waterworks now in process of constrne-
tion the estimates were pussed by a gentle-
man who has given evidence, and they were
sent back by me to him with & minute, which
i3 on the file, stating that the Goverument
required hig adviece as to the estimatea, A
reply camne transmitting the estimates; and
if that gentleman did his work, how could
he pass cstimates for the guidance of the
Government without having seen the planad
[f the Leader of the Opposition were here,
he could bear testimony to the faet that,
apart from what appears on the files, the
enginecrs were in hig office, when he was
Premier, not once only, but three times, and
that on those oceasions all the plans were
discussed and considered. I regret that the
Minister ior Works did not make some
slight reference to a main roads Bill, though
of course ! know Le hag it in mind. I do
hope he will introduce it this session. To
bring in a main roads Bill has been one of
my ombitions, but unfortunately the fates
did not permit me to go beyond the process
of getting the various ideas together. If
there is anything connected with the matter
on which the present Minister would like to
ask my opinion, ther my experience and
knowledge are available to him. It is im-
possible for the main roads to be dealt with
by the road boards. They must be dealt
with by a strong ceatral authority, and the
funds will have to be provided from a source
other than the rates ohtainable from the
farmers. The development of traffic conse-
quent upon the increasc of motors has been
so tremendous that roads which would bave
served for the traffic of the residents and
for the fugitive travel of other people are
absotutely unfitted to carry the huge traflic
of the present day. The more traffic we ecan
have about Western Australia, whether by
motor or horse-drawn vehieles or railways
or shanks’s pony, the more will this great
country and its possihilities hecome known,
and the broader and the better will be the
settlement that ehall be obtzined. It means
that the money neecessary for the comstrue-
tion and upkeep of main roads will have to
he obtained by taxation. Still, that is a
burden which all of us ought to be prepared
to carry if we wish to see Western Australia
progress. The Minister did not refer to the
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matter of traffic fees, 1 regretted to learn
from the Press some time ago that the Min-
ister had great diffieulty in apportioning
those fees. Members who were here when
the Trafic Act was passed, will know that
the disposition of the fees was not put for-
ward as a matter for the decision of the
Minister for Works. However, the Housc
wns good enough and generous ¥nough to
say that the distribution of the feea should
be placed in the hands of the then Minister
for Works, in the confidence of obtaining a
fair deal. To my mind a perfectly fair deal
has been given. The present Minister for
Works will recollect that when he took office
T told him that if there was anything in
connection with the work I had done during
the past eight years that he wanted ex-
plained, then if he would ring me up T woula
come to ste him and give him the informa-
tien he (egired. The reason why I formu-
lated the scheme and kept it to myself was
that my experience of the versatility and the
inventive faculty of road boards led me to
the conclusion that in their case a little
knowledge would be a dangerous thing. I
thought that if T gave them the oney, there
would he no criticism and no trouble. But
as soon as T got out of office the road boards
wanted a bigger share of the fees. My
scheme was agreed upon at n meeting of 22
local governing bodies held in my office, the
present Minister for T.ands attending that
mecting. The roads in the varions distriets
of the metrapolitan area were classified as
first, second, and third-class roads. On the
basis of that classification I worked out a
formula, as anyone possessed of a little
mathematical knowledge could do, by which
[ could take the total amournt of the fees
and divide it into two parts. One part went
to the local governing hodies east of Perth,
and the other part to those west of Perth.
The section east of Perth got 55 per cent.,
and the other section 456 per cent, There
was no difficulty in dividing the money
among the various local bodies, and the
whole of them spent the money on the roads,
with the cxception of the City of Perth,
which did as it darned well liked. How-
ever, the Perth-Fremantle-road was allowed
to go to the devil. Nobody would Qo any
work on it, Consequently the Government
had to take it in hand. My first Premier,
the late Mr. Frank Wilson, told me, ‘‘If
you want to spend money on th:i@ road, you
must get it from somehody.”’ Well, I got
the money. I had a census taken of the
traffe on the road, and found fhat 47 per
cent. of the traffic originated and ended in
Perth, that 23 per cent. originated and
ended in Fremantle, and that 17 per cent.
originated and ended in Claremont, the rest
being spread though the Claremont Road
Roard and other districts, The Claremont
Road Board had 214 miles of main road to
keep up, and got 10s. license for it. I
worked out a formula which cah be checked
by anyone possessing the slizhtest mathe-
matical knowledge. I made Perth pay for
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damage to the Perth-Fremantle-road,
and 1 made Fremantle pay similarly for
damage, done by lorries, traps, and motors.
I ncted on the prineciple which was taught
me in my vouth, and which I have observed
all my life, that the man who does
the damage is the man who must pay.
[t the Perth-Fremantle road is for the
benefit of Perth, let Perth pay for its up-
keep. If that road is for the Dbenefit of
Fremantle, let Fremantle pay for it. It
was mainly for the benefit of those two
centres, and 1 made them pay for it. That
is the whole thing in a putshell, If the
Minister requires any further information to
show how that decision was arrived at, I
wilt gladly go into the matter with him.
I am sure the Minister did not konow this;
otherwise he would not have said what he
did. The Press has not treated me kindly,
nor given me that consideration T am en
titled to. I am rather disappointed that ¥
was not able to complete one job before T
left office, I started it and had to stop il.
I started agnin and once more it had to be
stopped. T then comnvinced Sir Jamea Mit-
chell of the necessity for the work, and [
promised that it would be started.

Mr. Latham: Surely you are not referring
to the Dwarda roilway?

Mr. CGEQRGE: That is the work I refer
to. Notwithstanding tbe silly lies that were
spread about the Narrogin-Dwarda railway,
that work was to have bheen carried out. 1
hope thet the Alinister for Works will be
able to camplete that job.

The Minister for Works: I would have
started it by now, had you mot spent all
the money.

Mr. GEORGE: T know the people at Nar-
rooin and at Dwarda, and, in fact, through-
out the whole district. I know the strug-
gles they have gone through, and T hope the
Treagurer will he able to find the money to
enable the Minister for Works to proceed
with the construction of the lime.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Tt is time something
was done,

Mr, GEORGE: I am glad that the Min-
ister has under consideration the eneourage-
ment of our University. When I was in
office it gave me some cause for worry when
I realised that we were training men as en-
gineers and that they had to leave Western
Avstralia in order to secure positions. Most
engineers visit foreign countries fo gain
expericnce, but it shonld be possible to have
the public works necessary in a State like
Western Australiz carried out by engincers
trained in the State and, therefore, au-
quainted with our conditions. The Minis-
ter referred to the main roads question.
There was one featnre of the Commonwealth
grant that came unider my notice; it applied
to the road from Lake Grace to Newde-
gate,. We were told by Captain Hill, the
Commonwealth officer sent to Western Aus-
tralia to discuss matters relating to the
Commonwealth grant for main roads, that
roads had to be constructed at right-angles
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to railways and that we eould not use the
Commonwealth grant to construct a road
conpecting two railways. I drew his atten-
tion to the proposed road trom Lake Grace
to Newdegate, and he said that the grant
would apply to that werk. 1 told him that
I thought it was only right to explain that
the State proposed to construet a railway
from Lake Grace to Newdegate. He told
me that as the railway bad not already been
construected we could put the road through.
When I quoted to him the position of the
Benger residents, he told me that I could
construct a road from the Benger swamp
to the Benger station, but I could not con-
struet a road from Renger to Brunswick,
between which centres people were engaged
in the same class of production and were
experiencing pgreater difficulties. So far nas
I can understand it, the whole thing ia
wrapped vp in a nebulesity that requires
a teleseope capable of picking out the canals
in Mars, to enable one to understand the
position regarding the Commonwealth grant.
In the consideration of public works, party
politics is unnecessary, because there is in-
volvcd practical work in the interests of
the whole of the people of Western Aus-
tralia. The provision of nreans of communi-
cation from place to place, the construetion
of publie utilities necessary to make life
livable and so on, are far above party poli-
ties.  These activities provide common
ground on whieh Ministers and members
eat meet without party considerations aris-
ing. So long as matters of administration
are conduected rleanly, honestly and with
common sense, there is no need for differ-
ences between us.

Mr, SAMPSON (Swan) [8.7]: T am glad
to know that matfers in eonmection with
the Federal road grant are developing ap-
preciably. The Minigter has had a tremen-
dous amount of work and anxiety in dealing
with that problem. The conditions govern-
ing the grant are so drastie that it has been
difficult to carry ont neeessary works. At
one stage T believe it was questionable
whether it was worth while woing on with
the proposition. T agree with all that has
been said in eriticiem of those conditions.
TUndoubtedly the Minister, the officers of
the Works Department, and the local gov-
erning anthorities concerned know the re-
quirements of the State better than anv en-
gineer or hody of men, however eompetent,
who are located in another State. The con-
ditions regarding grades are in themselves
difficnlt when one realises that Western
Australia is a new State. That very fact
makes the eonditions all the harder. Then,
as tegards materials to he used, in some in-
stances an unnecessary thichuess is stipu-
lated and the width demanded is unusual.
However, progress has beem made in the
application of the conditions, and to-day
many worke are in operation in different
areas. 1 hope that as o result of the Com-
monwealth grant, roads hitherto only partly
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made will be constructed properly. This
will emalle producers to gel their produets
to market expeditiously and satisfactorily.
Oune of the principal requirements of any
district is a good road to the station, siding,
or nearest market town. The principle gov-
erping the Commonwealth move is good,
and I hope it will result in a new era open-
ing up for Western Australia. 1 thank the
Minister for Works for the courtesy ex-
tended to me on numerous occasions when I
have approached him reparding allocations
under the grant. The Main Roads Bill
has been referred to, and I am delighted
that at long last the Bill ig to be introduced.
The construction and maintenance of main
roads is an impossible task for local govern-
ing bodies with their restricted revennes. T
look forward, therefore, with great anticipa-
tion to this measure. I am glad that it is not
proposed to enumerate in the Bill the roads
that are to be regarded as main roads but
that they are to be determincd as time goes
on. Every district has experienced diffi-
culty regnrding motor traffic in relation to
road eonstruction and maintenance, We mngt
have roads capable of carrying heavy motor
traffic. I know of one aection of road con-
trolled by a local governing body, extend-
ing for 2% miles, repairing of which last
year cost £401, The expenditure of that
amount was caused by the hcavy motor traf-
fie. Instances such as the one T refer to
have made the task of the boards control-
ling roads und bridges inereasingly difficult.
I have frequently congratulated the former
Minister for Works on his motor licenses
poul. That was a splendid idea and I under-
stand the prineiple is to be extended under
the Main Roads Bill, so that it will not be
limited to the metropolitan area, but will
apply throughout the State. In past years
centres like Narrogin, Katanning and York,
for instance, have received the bulk of the
motor license fees, while the road bonards
whose areas surround the municipalities have
received  trifling amounts, Those road
boards have considerable lengths of road
under their jurisdiction, while the muniei-
palities have controlled smaller lengihs of
road. The municipalities, with their higher
rating powers, have been able to secure
funds whereas the road boards have not
been in such a satisfactory position, In
some instances this has led to the settlers
arranging working hees to patch up the
roads, because the local governing authori-
ties have not been in a position to provide
the necessary funds. The valuation placed
upon a property cannot be ahove that which
is fair, nor can there be a levy beyond the
maximum preseribed by the Act, save in
certain circumstances. In certain ecireum-
stances, with the permission of the Minister,
in place of the unimproved value with a rate
of 3d., the rate ean be raised as high as 64d.
in the pound. Many rond boards, reajising
the need for roads, bave voluatarily, with
the approval of the Minister, increased the
amount from what is set out in the Act as



[29 OcTUBER, 1924.]

the maximum, May I refer to a circular
letter recently sent out by the Public Works
Department. It set out that the boards that
did not rate up to 2d. in the pound would
not receive the benefit of the subsidy. The
sending out of that cireular was justified.
Unless the ratepayers are prepared to help
themselves, . they cannot reasonably expect
the Government to help them. I commend
the department for having sent out that
cireular. If the valuations be fair, let those
who require roads be prepared to face their
obligations in respect to  reasonable
rating. I do not know whether it is
quite good taste to refer to the officers of
the department, but for many years I have
come into contaet with them, particularly
with the ¢lerk in charge of local government,
Mr. A E. SBanderson. Whenever any diffi-
enlty has arisen T have always received valu-
able advice from him. He has a thorough
knowledge of the work and quite a gym-
pathetic regard for the difficulties that com-
front road boarda.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
ter paid, too.

Mr, SAMPSON:
is paid.

Mr., Tavlor: He is a very good officer.

Mr. SAMPSON: He is a splendid officer
and entbusiastie in his work. At our road
board conferences, whenever questions arose
that presented difficulties, he was always
ready to give valuable help. I agree with
most things that the Minister for Works
does, but I do not agree with his dietum in
respect to settlers not heing permitted to
work on the roads. Many settlers have a ter-
rific amount of work to do on their holdings,
but their efforts are restricted owing to the
lack of funds. Many men previonsly en-
gaged in unskilled work have taken up
land, and only by going out to work for
other settlers and local governing bodies
have they been able to secure sufficient
money to bring their own holdings to a
state of productivity. If the Minister will
accompany me on some Saturday afternoon,
I shall show him sueh holdings as those 1
have referred to. He will realizse the diffi-
eulties confronting the settlers, and in plaece
of suggesting that work shall be provided
only for those who have no holdings, he
would emcourage the giving of work, to at
least a limited extent, to those men en-
deavouring to carve out a home for them-
gelves and their families.

Mr. Taylor: If the farm will not keep
them, they go out and work to keep the
farm,

Mr. SAMPSON: In many instances that
is so. 'There are hundreds of orchardists
who, if they had to rely upon their orchards
entirely, would go short. When an Act simi-
lar to the Queengland Fruit Marketing Aet
comes into operation here, T forecast that
the froiterowers will have a better time.

The Minister for Works: You had better
come over here.

[6o]

He ought to be bet-

I do not know what he
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Mr. Heron: You are slipping.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have not slipped re-
garding my opinion of the Queensland Act
sinee investigating its operation.

The Minister for Works: Only while you
were electioneering.

Mr. SAMPSON: Never yet have I con-
Ademned that Aet. What T said was I wounld
sev whether, in its operation, it was feasible
for Western Australia.

The Premier: Do not explain too mueh.

My, SBAMPSON: The more I explain,
the stronger my position becomes. [t is de-
lightful to be bantered on the subject, since
the Premier and Minister for Agriculture
have agreed that a Bill will be introduced
at the earliest opportunity and st latest next
segsion, I am glad that matters regarding
the Federal road grant have been brought to
a stage when there i3 daylight ahead. Time
after time the local authoritics have been
under the impression that everything was in
order, but then a new regulation or inter-
pretation of conditions was issued and the
matter was beld up. Now I understand
everything is in order, and that in the read
district with which I am intimately
assoclated, work will soon be in progress.
This indicates that even if the picks and
shovels are not actually at work, the Min.
ister has reeeived approval. 1 am thankful
that the road districts of Gosnells, Green-
mount, and Armadale-Kelmscott have
been brought within the metropolitan area
and are receiving a portion of the traffie
license-fees.

Mr. MILLINGTON (Leederville [8.24]:
The Minister for Works said that a working
arrangement had been arrived at for the
administration of the Federal road grant.
Although this appears to give satisfaction
to members representing constituencies
outside the metropolitan area, it iz of mno
advantage to my district. I vepresemt a
local body that unfortunately bears the
name of Perth Road Board, and conse-
quently it appears to cater for a metro-
politan distriet. No part of its area is
within the town limits. The board has to
administer an extensive and difficult Qis-
trict possessing all the disadvantages of
a country distriet, It is truly a country
distriet, with rural pursuits and produe-
tion. T refer to the Osborae Park distriet,
where the provision of roads is just as
great a problem as in the country, The
Baleatta-road and the Secarborough-road
are main roads to the beach. In the first
place they were costly to construct, and
because of their traversing sapdy and in
some instances swampy country, they are
expensive to maintain. The residents of
the district are hard-working and thrifty,
and they experience great diffieulty in
making a living and providing the neces-
sary taxes {o maintair the roads. Natur.
ally they expected that a portion of the
Federal grant, subsidised by the State
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Goverument, would be available for the
two roads 1 have mentioned. The Baleatta-
road provides not only for the distriet
traflic but also for a considerable volume
of tourist traffic. By siraining the inter-
pretation, it was possible to give assist-
apee for the Wannergo-road, but mnot so0
for the Baleatta and Scarborough roads.
1 am pleased that £96,000 1= to be made
available by the Federal Government, but
this means straining our own resources to
add another £96,000, making the total
£102,000, When this is done 1 assume the
State Treasury will be so depleted that
roads not coming within the scope of the
Federal interpretation will have to B0
short. The Perth Road Board have bor-
rowed up to their limit, and yet their
roads are ag bad as those in many parts
of the State. 1 was interested in a re-
mark by the ex-Minister for Works, refer-
ring to the Perth-Fremantle-road, that he
bad an infallible remedy, namely, that the
men wha did the damage to_the roads
should pay for it. I omly wish I could get
a similar statement from the present Min-
jster. I have tried but failed.

Ar. Taylar: ke s more cautiouns.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Baleatta-road,
eriginally a plank road, fell into a bad
state of disrepair mainly owing to the
damage doune by heavy motor lorries cart-
ing stone for the Mt. Hawthorn reservoir.
The road board, in order to place the road
in repair, found it necessary to raise a
loun. They serapped the plank road
and put down a modern road. When they
asked the Government, as they did by
deputation, to accept the liability for the
damage done to the road, we found that
the Water Supply Department did unot
agree to the pringiple laid down by the
ox-Minister for Works. The damage to0
the road was dome in the ecarting of
material to the reservoir, but in respect of
that we cannot get the Government fo
accept any liability at all. 1 pointed out
that the cost of construction was heavy,
and that the cost of maintenance was also
heavy, and in addition to the main roads
in the distriet there are many ¢ross roads
that have to be maintained. Naturally the
road board expect some assistance from
the Commonwealth grant. I know of mo
instanve where sueh a great injustice has
been done as in this case. The people who
are living in that distriet are working
under great disabilities, but they are un-
abla to get any advantage from the grant.
T would also point out the importance of
having good roads in that distriet by
reason of the fact that the locality is not
served by a Tailway. An idea of the
atate of the road last winter can be
gathered when I tell the committee that
to cart produce a distance of 12 miles to
the Perth markets cost no less than 13a.
a ton. On the railways it is possible to
carry produce somec hundreds of miles at
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that cost. Hon. members will therefore
realise the importance of having good
roads in this distriect. The people there
I.a\'e.rcached their limii, so far as borruw-
ing is concermed. They have approached
the Minister, and although he has been
most sympathetic, be has replied that his
powers are Jimited, and that if he had dis-
¢retionary power he would make some of
the Federal money available. Under the
conditions imposed, however, that cannot
be done. Now we find ourselves up against
the disadvantage of the Federal Govern-
ment being in a position to dictate our
poliey. The Minister for Works, and the
departmental officera are in a better posi-
tion to know and to judge of the conditions
under which the money gshould be spent
in Western Australia, certainly very much
better than the Federal authorities, who
are 2,000 miles away, but who, indeed, are
really farther away than that, We might
as well- have the administration of these
affairs conducted from the other end of the
qorld. The Federal people have no concep-
tion whatever of Western Australia’s re-
quirements, especially in regard to roads
and Lridges. We here are just as much in
the bush six or seven miles from Perth along
the Wanneroo road, as we fiight be 200
miles out in another direction. I have been
eredibly informed that an officer of the Fed-
eral service got bushed only five miles from
Perth, and he presumably is one of the offi-
cers who has something to do with the re-
commendations to be made in connection
with the (listribution of the road grant.
After all, the money that the Federal Gov-
erpment propose to hand over for road con-
gtruction in this State is our money, and
therefore the sooner -the restrictions are re-
moved the better it will be. Under the
scheme as laid down by the Federal authori-
ties our own Treasury will be deplated of
funds, and even if the Minister were pre-
pared to assist the district 1 have been re-
ferring to, he would find it impossible to
do so. I do not know how the trouble can
be overcome. The people I am alluding to
!la.vc reached their limit, 30 far as borrow-
ing is concerned, and at the same time I do
not know of a more thrifty and hard work-
ing community, or & community that has
done better service to the State. TIn many
other parts of the State the Government arc
being ecalled upon ta do work which in Os-
borne Park has been earried out by the resi-
dents themselves for a period of yearms.
They have carried out their own drainage,
their clearing, and developmental work, and
as is generally known it is all difficult work
in the class of land to be found there. All
has been dQone without assistance, while
every other industry in the State has re-
ceived help. Therefore these people are
entitled to a fair dea) in respeet of the com-
struction of their roads. T do not know of
any way ont of the difficnlty. AN T can say
is that we shall have to keep the principle
laid down by the ex-Minister for Worka well



[20 OcTOBER, 1924]

before the present Minister. Apart from the
Federal proposals we are entitled to a re-
fund for the damage that was doune by the
State in curting material to the reservoir,
and X propose to suggest to the Perth Road
Board that they ask the present Minister
for Works to perpetuate the prineiple laid
down by his predecessor. In that way we
may be able to get some assistance for our
distriet, since it cannot be obtained from
the Federal grant. I hope it will he pos-
gible to make arrangements to keep the
roads in this important district in better
order than has been the case in the past,
and so remove the disadvantages under
which the settlers at Osborne Park have been
labouring.

Mr. LATHAM (York) {8.40]: We ap-
preciate very much all that the Minister has
done in trying to clear up the position re-
garding the grant from the Commonwealth
Government. T am sorry he has not been
able to spend any money at the east end of
my electorate. In faet, I do not think any
Government funds bave been spent there in
the last year or two, but I hope it will not
be long before something is done. I par-
ticularly want to emphasise the fact that
as the railway in course of construction will
he completed soon, it will be necessary to
form a number of roads to act as feeders
to the line. There are many miles of settle-
ment, but nothing in the shape of roads to
lead to sidings. The Minister will need to
go into the matter quickly, beeanse the har-
vest is coming along, and if we are to utilise
the railway this year the farmers will have
to be provided witk roads. There is a good
deal of light eountry there and I am afraid
that with the closing of the burning season
on the lst November some difficulty may he
experienced in getting clearing donme. On
behalf of the settlers I thank the Govern-
ment for the speedy manner in which the
railway has been laid. Very little time has
been lost since the men were first put on the
work, and T was pleased to hear this even-
ing that the line would be handed over to
the Working Railways in February, and
that in the meantime the Public Works De-
part wonld run traffic over it, probably
within the next few years. I rather regret
the attitude the Minister has taken up in
respect of the men who have small holdings,
and who find it necessary to go out and
work to maintain those holdings. It is all
right to say, as the member for Mt, Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) remarked fo-night, that
it was a very poor class of farm that would
not keep a man, but in the early stages of
development, if an individual has net any
money, and the Government are mot pre-
pared to make advances, as has been dome
in many other parts of the State, the indi-
vidual must do something to make ends meet,
I do not believe in taking men off farms,
but if the individual has no means with
which to carry om, it is only right that
he shonld be assisted to earn something out-
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side. 1f something like that is not done,
we shall have a lot more Yand thrown
back on the hands of the Government. Half
of the land in New Zealand was settled
in that way. The Government gave the
land and guaranteed work on roads and
other undertakings for six months of the
year., That system was responsible far a
great nuinber of men making good. I Lope
the same consideration will be extended to
the small man in ‘Western Anunstralia.

The Minister for Works: In New Zea-
land they nuver got assistance from the
Agricultural Bank,

Mr. LATHAM: The Agriculiural Bank
here does not extend its operations to every-
body. The trustces will not advance money
on small holdings., If the Bank is prepared
to advance money to a man who is on the
land, the Minister then would have a per-
fect right to say that there was no work
available for bim, because he ecan earn his
living on his own place. But if an indi-
vidual does not get assistance from the
Bank, I plead to the Minister not to be
too hard.

The Minister for Works: I am not going
to be hard and fast.

Mr. LATHAM: T am glad to bear that.
In the South-West the bank trustees have
not made advances on small holdings for
many years past. This year a fair amount
of money has been earned in road work and
expended in the development of farming
properties. However, I am sure the Minis-
ter will riew it more kindly. The member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) stated that some
digtriets were striking a 6d. rate. Per-
senally I do mnot care whether they strike
a ld. rate or & 2d. rate, but I do like to
sec the valuations reasonably right. The
Commonwealth Government have come
along and made a very high valvation and
the Public Works officers have laid it down
that the boards have to strike a 2d. rate
before they can get any subsidy. That is
unfair, for since the valuations have been
inereased by 300 per cent., the board should
bo entitled to strike a lower rate. The land
values have increased very rapidly.

The Premier: Not by 300 per cent.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, they have.

The Minister for Lands: The Public
Works cannot instruet the boards to accept
the Commonwealth valuations.

Mr. LATHAM: But they have done so.
On these higher valuations the departmeni
could accept a penny rate and get more
revenue without imposing any hardship.

The Minister for Lands: Boards in my
distriet have a 6d. rate.

Mr. LATHAM: That is all right for
small holdings, but in distriets of 2,000
acre heldings, what with road board rates,
vermin rates, and loan rates a man has to
pay up to 10s. a week, and in addition to
meet cart and carriage fees. I hope the
Minister will take this into consideration
and see if it be not possible to grant a sub-
sidy under less exacting conditions,
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AMr, E. B. JOHNS8TON (Williams-Nar-
rogin [8.50]: T wish to congratulate the

Minister on his tale of progress. I had not
intended to diseuss this department at all,
but in view of what the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. George) said T should
like to toueh upon the subject of the
Dwarda-Narrogin railway. The member for
Murray-Wellington very properly referred
to the splendid settlers in that district and
the disappointment they have suffered
through the delay in the construetion of
the line.

The Premier: Of course the ex-Minister
for Works iz now free from any respon
sibility ax to what he may say.

Mr, E, B, JOHNSTOX: That is go. The
settlers in that district share the heartfelt
sorrow, 80 eloquently expressed by the ex-
Minister to-night, that despite his loug scr-
vice as Minister of the Crown hz was not
permitied to huild thig very necessary work.
In February of 1915 this line was authoer-
ised at the instance of a Government of
which the present Premier was a most dis.
tinguished member. Tt is true that in June,
1922, the construction of the railway was
put in hand, and Mr. Colebatch made an
official statement to the effect that Cabinet
bad decided that it would he complete]l in
time to carry the then comting liarvest.

The Premicr: How did this work come to
be mislaid?

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTOXN: The work was
started, and 12 miles of the line cleared.
Then the ex-Preatier returncd from a trip
to England and the work was stopped
by PFim. The memker for Murray-
Wellineton  has  told use how he per-
suaded the Government to  review the
position, how he dealt with those whe
tranduced this linc, and how his Govern-
ment were prepared to build it when fate
interposed and denied him the opportunity
to Ao so. T have here the Loan Bill passed
last vear. TItem 7 reads as follows:—
‘Dwarda-eastward line, £50,000, "

The Premier: I will be able to put a line
on this year’s Estimates for you.

Me, E. B. TOHNSTON: I am pleased tn
hear it, and T thank the Premier for
that oassurance. 1 know that when
the present Premier puts ap item on the
Estimates to carry out a work, he intends to
have it carried out. In last vear’s Loan
Rill £50,000 was included for the work.
The money lender lent his money knowing
that it was going into this very necessary
work.

The Premier: I do not believe he would
have let us have his money had he known
we were not going on with that line.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Tt helped
the lean and Parliament has twice ap-
proved of this line, which iz the only
railway in the State twice authorised. The
late Government borrowed £50,000 for the
line, and it was included in last year’s Loan
Bi, so it is quite clear that the Minister
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for Works has Parliamentary authority for
the work.

The Premier: The residents of Nar-
rogin informed me recently that, if we Jde-
layed much longer, they would build the line
themselves,

Mr. B, B, JOAXSTOXN: There are down
there men whose beards have grown grey
while they awaited this line. Many of those
settlers have to cart distances exceeding 29
miles in order to reach a railway siutiou.
Just the same, it being a short counecting
line of omly 33 wiles in leagth, it
is elear that thuse men are not very re-
mote from railwass, Th- ex-Minister for
Works bas paid a tribute to the vnerygy of
the settlers. Members of the present Govern-
ment have visited the distriet and seen for
themselves. When the present Minister for
Works visited the distriet he gave the set-
tlers the most straightforward and satisfac-
tory promise they have had when he said it
was the intention of the (lovernment to
kuild the line, and that it was only finance
prevented him from saying when the work
would be started. My object in rising was
merely to draw attention to this work, to
point out that £50,000 has been borrowed
for it, anid to urge the Minister to give some
assuranee as to when that money will be
spent.

AMr. GRIFFITHS (Avon)} [8.57]: After
the e¢loquent plea we have had for the
Dwarda railway 1 feel! a little diffident in
saying anything about the Yorkrakine-
Baandee line. Yowever, what T want is some
idea ns to whether there i3 to he
any assistance given to those prople out

between the Dowerin  line and  the
Eagtern Goldfields line and also to-
wards Lake Brown. Mention has been

made of the Narembeen railway. The other
evening I asked questions prompted by the
wheat buyers, who approached me to see
when trucks would be available. We now
have the assurance of the Minister that
tracks will be available within a few days.
T have also been prompted to ask questions
about the Lake Grace line.

The Premier: Does the Avon run down
there, too?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: XNo, it does not.
These questions lhave emanated from
peaple in the wheat business, who wish
to get some idea as tn how best to cater
for the handling of the coming harvest.
I was informed to-day that a map had been
preparcd showing proposed roads for motor
traffic between the Dowerin line and the
eastern railway line. I do not know whether
such a map is in existence, but would like
to know if such romds are comtemplated.
There may be something in the mind of
the Minister upon this subject, and perhaps
he will be good enough to enlighten us. He
has given uva a satisfactory assuramce with
regard to the Federal grant. Somebody
asked just now if the railways T mentioned
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were in the Avon Valley. They are not, but
there are roads and road boards there. The
Minister did not consider them worthy of
any allocation from the Federal grant. 1
refer particularly to such distriets as Weast-
onia, where roads are very much needed. It
is country that has been newly opened up
for settlement, and where thoroughfares are
badly needed. Large sums of money seem
to have been allocated elsewhere, but dis
tricts like Westonia have been ignored. |
admit the Minister has tried to help us, but
I have to voice & complaint with respect to
the ex-Minister.

Mr., (HESSON (Cue) [92]): I am
pleased that satisfactory arrangements have
been made with regard Lo the Federal
grant, I have in mind one road that eouid
well be arsisted from that source, namely,
from Wubin te Payne’s Find, The road
starts in the Dalwallinu Road Board Dis-
trict and goes right through the 1JMt. Mag-
net Road Board area. Tt is one of the main
arteries from the North-West, All the peepls
who moter go through Mt. Magnet, Payne’s
Find, and Wariedar to Wubin in order to
reach the main line, The member for Mur-
chison, the member for Irwin and T intro-
duced a deputation to the Minister. There
were also present representatives from the
Dalwallinu, Mt. Magnet, Cue, Murchison,
f.awlers and Wiluna Road Roards. Our
object was to see if we could get a portion
of the Federal grant spent on that road,
which is in a had state of repair. It iz a
narrow road and has many short bends in
it, besides being thick with timber. (Tnless
somcthing is done a big accident may oceur
on it. I think it was the opinien of the
Minpister that it should Le one of the roals
attended to out of this grant. A good deal
of wool goes through to Wubin from Mt.
Gibson, and if some of the pastoral held-
ings are cut up there may be a good deal of
wheat and oat traffic in the future. The
roads in my district cover a big area, and
many of them are in need of repair. The
local people are taxing themselves to keep
them in order. We have n rate on the an-
nual valnes in the small towns, up to 2s,
in the pound, and we have the unimproved
land rates in the pastoral areas. A little
while ago we struck a rate up to 3d. in
the pound to clear off an overdraft. The
rate is now 13:d. in the pound. All the
land has been revalued. At one time we
paid 10s. per thousand acres, and new in
many cases it is £2 a thousand. The sauat-
ter is, therefore, paying up to four times
as mreh as he did hefore. The people on
the Murchison are bearing their fair share,
and doing their best to keep the roads in
repair. The reoads are vsed by everybody
who travels through. There are not many
local motors on which traffie fees are paid,
but we keep the roads in order for outside
moetorists to vse, There is a road from
Cpe to Reedys, s new distriet.
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Mr. Taylor: It is an old district revived,
ig it not?

AMr. CHESSON: It was zn alluvial pateh,
but now the lodes are heing developed and
it seems likely to become a fair-sized town-
ship. When towns spring up 30 or 40 miles
apart it is o difficult matter to keep in re-
pair the roads between them. Very often
we ask for a Government suhsidy at the
outset, but after that keep the roads in re-
pair ourselves.

Mr, NORTH (Claremont) [9.10]: T draw
the attention of the Minister to the allaca-
tion of the traffic fund. Tt appears to me
from the figures that this is more like a
State lottery than a traffic fund,

The Minister for Works: The infallible
gystem,

Mr. NORTH: Yes. The Cottesloe Coun-
cil have reccived altogether the sum of £591
from this fund, whereas the Belmont Park
Road Board received, during the same per-
iod, £5,312,

The Minister for Lands: How muech of
the Perth-Fremantle road has the Cotteslos
Municipal Council to keep up? Is it three
chains or five chains?

AMr. NORTH: 1t has very little to do
with the main roads of the State, but within
the municipality there are 30 miles of road
which are just as mueh main roads as thnt
hetween Perth and Fremantle.

The Minister for Lands: Every loezl au-
thority ean say the same.

Mr. NORTH: Ono road is used as much
as another, whether it is ecalled the Perth-
Fremantle-road or any other. Along the
gea front on a summer evening there ure
frequently 300 motor ears at Cottesloe, and
yet we received this ridiculous sum of £591.

The Minister for Lands: We will relieve
you of that very shortly.

Mr. NORTH: I urge upon the Minister
to re-allocate the fund, or alter the system.
During the same period the Perth City
Council hag received £15,000, It canmot
have more than a mile or two of main roads
within its boundaries. I know that the Cot:
tesloe jetty is not a necessity in the true
sense of the word, but it is a facility for
the people. It is now falling to pieces. and
will do so within a week if it i3 not attended
to. The Minister should set apart a sum
of money to meet us half way in repairing
the jetty. The people who use it come from
far and near. 1 am informed the Cottesloe
Couneil intend to work in with the Rottnest
summer resort.

The Premier: Has not the attendance at
Cottesloe fallen away considerably since
the regulation governing bathing costumes
was passed?

Mr. NORTH: That may be so, but the
regulation has been in force for nine years.

Mr, Taylor: Ir existence, but not en-
foreed.

The Premier: Cottesloe has become un-
popular since then.
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Mr. NORTH: The regulation has ecer-
tainly had some publicity, The jetty was
kuilt originally by the Publie Works De-
partment.  The eouncil have spent about
£200 a year for many years in renewing the
old jarrah piles. The department is now
anxious to put in conerete piles, but it is
a question as to how far the Goverument
will meet us in facing this expenditure. I
hope the Minister will be alie to set aside
a sum of money to satisfy the residents of
the metropolitan area who wish to spend a
day on the sea front.

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.14]: 1
hope provision will be made at no distant
date for the extension of the Fremantle
Harbour. We prided ourselves on the faet
that it could accommodate the special
squadron that visited these shores a few
months apge, but only & few days agoe it
was unable to accommodate a big mercantile
vessel. The harbour has shown itself to be
inadequate during the last few months.
Fremantle is growing, and the big harvest
that is estimated for this year must draw
the attention of the Government to the
necessity for improving the harbour. 1
know that money is secarce, but I hope the
matter will he taken into consideration at
the carliest opportunity. Rottnest Island
has been mentioned, and I would draw at-
tention to the harbour started there some
time age, but stopped because it was con-
sidered likely to silt up. I understand that
engineers have been festing the question of
silting, and if the fear in that respect
proves to be unfounded I hope the harbour
will be pushed ahead. The present landing
place is in a disgracefn! state, and if not
repaired is likely fo lead to accidents dur-
ing the holiday season. I trust the Min-
jster will hasten the appointment of naddi-
tional inspectors under the Shops and Fae-
tories Aet, The administration of that Aet
has been hampered by lack of gympathy on
the part of previons Governments.  The
gentleman in charge of the department is a
very capable officer, but his dufies .canaot
be earried out as thev should be owing to the
lack of sufficient inspectors, TForeigners
trade all hours at their own aweet will, while
Britishers have to comply with the det. T
hope good practical men will be appointed
as ingpectors, am ounce of praetice being
worth a ton of theory. The additional in-
speetors are badly needed.

Mr. MARSHWALY (Marchison) [9.17]: T
am gurprised to learn that the Federal
Government propose to establish a De-
partment of Wavs and Works in this State,
as T understood there was likely to be
amalgamation of State and Federal de-
partments rather than a poliev of further
establishment of separate departments.
However. the Federal Government have
alwavs shown a tendencv to hamper and
retard this State. T have little fault to
find with the alloeation of the Federal

(ASSEMBLY.]

rund graot, jrovided the proportivn to
my particular road board materialises. So
tar it is merely on paper. I am pleased to
learn that the Minister for Works will
administer the expenditure of the money.
The previeus Minister for Works got inte
difliculties several times over the matter,
but with the new Alinister matters should
work smoothly. I am glad that the Public
Wairks Department will afford opportuni-
ties of obtaining practical experience to
engineering students at the University.

Hon. Sir James Miichell: Tbat has been
the practice for some time.

Mr., MARSHALL: I will take the hon.
gentleman’s word for it. The appoint-
ment of a new Engineer-in-Chief I am
prepared to leave entirely to the Govern-
ment, but I differ tfrom certain members
regarding the ability of this State's en-
gineers. I have seen some very costly and
extremely wasteful works constructed by
those engineers. Among the faults com-
nmitted by our engineers is the Meeka-
tharra reticulation scheme. I do not know,
and do not propose to inquire, who is
respounsible for that work; but it is no
credit to him, whoever he is. Then there
are the Mt. Hawthorn filter beds. Such
occurrences point to the necessity for a
competent Engineer-in-Chief, wherever he
may come from. With respeet to the Traffie
Act, we have heard a good deal to-mght
about taxing the heavy trafic by way of
making it pay for the damage it does to
the roads. However, the light traffic,
which is used purely for the purpose of
enjoyment, should also be taxed more
heavily. The beavy traffic serves to meet
the needs of the community, and should
not be burdened with taxation. Indeed,
taxation should be lightest on that traffie
which distributes necessaries, because the
taxation must fall back on the consumer.

The MINISTER FCR WORKS (Hon. A.
MeCallum—South  Fremantle—in  reply)
[9.201: T do not wish it to go out that T
am satisfied with the conditions that the
Commonwealth have laid down regarding
the expenditure of money for roads. An
arrangement has been arrived at with the
Commaonwealth, but T am not satisfied with
that arrangement. T consider that this
State should not be subjeet to certain re-
strictions imposed by the arrangement.
The question of which roads are to be put
in hand is decided by engineers who visit
the various districts and comsult with the
local authorities. If the engineer and the
loral aunthorities agree, their declson goes
without question; but if thev cannot agree
the matter must be referred to me, and 1
deride it. The plans are al? in the depart-
ment, awaiting sabmission to Melhourne:
ard any hon. member interested ean, on
ingniry at the office. learn what ronds are
suggested. The road recommended by the
member for Cue has not yet beem sub-
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mitted to Melbourne, which step will have
to be taken before the construction can
be put in hand. We shall decide when the
reports have come in, Regarding traffic
fees, I explained to a depuiation recently
that although the ex-Minister for Works
gaid he had comtrolled the system, that
circumstance waa not known to anyone in
the department. However, his system
strikes me as having some unfair features.
The hon. member said that he had held &
conference with the local authorities, at
which an agreement was reached. That is
correct but the agreement has net been
lived up to, some road boards having re-
ceived greater consideration than others.
The whole scheme will, T hope, be recast
before long. For the next distribution of
fees I hope to set out my own ideas,
though T do not expect them to prove in-
fallitle, as the ex-Minister considers his
ideas to be., I have had applications for
g0 many jetties and batbs for seaports all
round the State that the expenditure re-
quired to meet all the demands would be
very heavy. In many cases where past
Glovernments have constructed baths and
built jetiies and handed them over to the
local peonle, the baths and jetties are now
gone and the people have come to the
Government with requests to build new
ones. The Joeal people should at least
maintain baths and jetties constructed
under sueh conditions. The Government
cannot be expected to remew these works
indefinitely, Railway and harbour con-
struction will be better considered on the
Loan Fstimates. The appointment of
additinnal shons and factories inspectors
has been decided upon, but the selections
have not yet beer made,

Vate put and passed,
Vote—Labour, £5 874—agreed to.

Denartment of Colonial Seecretary (Hon.
J. M. Drew, Minister); Hoon. 8. W, Munsie
(Honorary Minister) in charge of the
Votes.

Votr—Ofice
£16.856:

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE (Honorary Minis-
ter—Hannang) [9.30): T do not know what
procednre ia to be adopted in disenssing
the Fstimates of the Colonial Secretary’s
Department. Will the general discussion
cover tte whole of the snhderartments
controled hv the Colonial Secretary?

The (HATRMAN: I refer vou to Stand-
ing Order 386A, which provides that the
general discussion on the whole of the
Estimates shall be condueted on the first
vote of the department.

Mr. Tavlor: That is not what we did
the other night, bet your deeision is

correet.
W. MUNSIE: In intreducing

of Colonial  Seeretary,

Hon, 8,
the Estimates for the Colonial Seeretary’s
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Departinent I wonld draw the attention
of the Committee to the fact that thers
are 10 subdepartments, twe of which only
eome under my direct administration. [n
addition to the general administration or
the office of the Colenial Secretary, the
snbdepartments under the control of the
Department include the Gaols, State Fer-
ries, Pisheries, Observaiery, Friendly
HSocieties and Registry, Aborigines, Medi-
cal and Health, State Children Department,
State Labour Bureau, Lunacy, Harbour
and Lights, State Hotels and Cave House.
The department also provides for the uffive
and staff of the Minister and the Tuder
Secretary, the Aceounts office, the Records
office, including the records of the head
office, Medical and Health Departmeu‘s,
State Ferries, State Hotels, Gaols, Fisheries,
and Aborigines and the Observatory. It
also has cortrol of the cleaning and ecare-
tnking of publie offices, including the Col-
onizl Secretary’s head office huilding, and
the main public buildings including ibo
Treasury, the Lands Department buildings,
arnd the old G.P.O, Tn addition there is
the Correspondence Despatech Office for the
delivery of offieial correspondence hetween
Government departments, town and coun-
try.  Regarding the Despateh Office, the
saving in postage alone for the year 1023-
24, calenlated on the current postage rates,
was £16,632 81, notwithstanding the redne-
tion in postage rates from 44, to 134d. per
ounce. Thia result is duc to the increase
in the volume of business, which consisted
of the conveyance of 4,367 files and 134,131
letters. The method adopted in computing
the value of the service rendered was to
charge the exaet postage on all weighed
matter delivered to country stations. The
service was rendered free to the various
departments. A pgreat inerease has taken
place in connection with the countiry work.
The weight of letters handled was 103,842
1hs,, showing an increase of 17,162 1bs. eom-
pared with the previous year. The saving
on country postage was £10,493 151, 94,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The department
is doing very good work,

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: It is splendid
work, and it is a great pity that the system
waa not in vopgue years ago. There are
¢onstant deliveries in the metropolitan area,
and two srecial messengers are reserved for
urgent deliveries between the various offices.
In connection with the aborigines, I hope
the North-West members realise that ths
natives in the northern parts do not come
under the eontrol of the Colonial Secretary.
Since the establishment of the Department
for the North-West, only those aborigines
Iiving in the southern parts of the State ars
controlled by the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment, We Jook after the welfare of the
natives, including the old and iadigent, who
are rationed at varioug centres through the
police. Medical attention and medicines are
provided in necessitons cases and employ-
ment and wages of the natives are arranged.
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The total population of the natives in the
South is 4,162, and the cost of rations dur-
ing the year represented £4,847; the clothes
supplied included 1,026 blankets and 3,597
garments. The cost of medicine and medi-
cal services was £155, and of burials, £221.
The area of the Moore River settlement for
natives is about 10,000 acres, and the soil
is poor except on the river flats. By cul-
tivating those flats produce was grown and
econsumed of an estimated value of £658
during the year. The producis incinde 75
tons of hay, 1,545 gallons of milk, G46 lbs,
of potatoes, 5,073 1bs. of various vegetables,
185 dozen cggs, and 68 lbs. of butter. At
the close of the yecar there were 284 natives
at the scttlement, mostly old natives, physi-
cally weak and defective. About 101 child-
ren attended the school. During the year
a subsidy, which is omly paid in approved
cases, was paid to the New Noreia Mission,
at the rate of £7 per annum per child; this
is the only subsidised mission in the south-
ern part of the State.

Mr. Taylor: Are the outer goldfields areas
ineluded in the southern areas?

Hon, S. M. MUNSIE: The southern part
controlled by the Colonial Secretary takes
in the whole of the goldficlds. The control
of the department extends tu the area below
latitude 25 degrees south, exeept coastal
towns north of Geraldton. Regarding the
Fisheries Department, the operations of the
officials cover the whole coastline. Only
11 inapectors are employed, and the ser-
vices of the police are availed of where
possible, The estimated value of the fish,
erayfish, and prawns captured during 1923
was £77,785; fishermen’s licenses number
533, and the fishing boat licenses, 258. In
connection with pearling, 208 ‘‘ship”
licenses were issued for the year 1923, and
1,267 tons of wmother-of-pearl shell were
fished during the year of a stated valte of
£182,135, the stated value of the pearls re-
covered being £44698. My information
showg that there was little demand for
Shark Bay shell throughout the year, but
rearla of a stated value of £10,143 were
obtained there. Regarding game, which
ecomes under the supervision of that depart-
ment, marsupial skins valued at £138,602
were secured during the year. The depart-
ment issued during the year 1,172 licenses
for the killing of kangaroos for food sup-
plies,

Mr. Taylor: Those licenses are free, are
they not?

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes. The number
of marsurial skins sold during the year in-
¢cluded the following: Grey kangarno skins,
122,872; red kangaroo skins, 205,248

Mr. Taylor: Get rid of the reds!

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE:—-euro skins,
47,408; brush kangaroo .skins, 141,625;
opossum skins, 10,166; and akins of other
marsupials, 16,372. As a result of those
sales royalties totalling 27,261 were re-
eeived.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Member: There has been a great
slaught on kangaroos during the year.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: I am sure North-
West members wish that there had been a
greater onslaught still, beeanse the kan-
garoos have bevome a great pest in the
North. Regarlding the Registrar General's
Derartment, hon. members do not desire
that 1 should go into particulars regarding
all the functions of that branch of
the service, Hon, members know what duties
are ecarried out by the officials of that
department, They cover a wide range and
on¢ of the most important is the
collection and compilation of statisties re-
lating to stoek and erops. The collection
of this information is performed by the
police by means of a personal canvass, which
is undertaken twice a year in the South-
West and once a year for the ‘whole State.
This work naturally entails some expenss,
and as morc people become settled on the
land and bigger areas are under cultivation,
the expense increases. This year the area
under erop exceedefl that of last year by
approximately 400,000 acres, while the num-
ber of settlers and cereal erop farmers in-
creased by about 140. As to the Harbour
and Lights Departwent, the aetivities in-
clude the administration of the various
ports and harbours Aecets that affect the
several ports and harbonrg other than Fre-
mantle and Bunbury, and the eontrol of the
harbour masters at Wyndham, Bunbury and
Albany, and the crews and craft necessary
for the ecarrying out of those duties. Five
jetties are worked departmentally under the
Jetties Regulation Aect, 1878, while others
are leased, The jeities worked department-
ally are these at Wyndham, Derhy, Broome,
Point Samson, and Carnarvon. The depart-
ment also controls all port lights and sea
marks, except those wnder the jurisdiction
of the Bunbury Harhour Board and the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. All the coastal
lights, beacons, and boating buoys are in-
cluded. The department alse controls the
administration of the Navigation Act, 1904,
including the survey of coastal vessels and
harbour and river craft, and their equip-
ment.  The various boat licemsing boards
and the surveys of boilers, machinery and
engines nnder that Aet are also deal” with,
Then there is the contrel of the Swan River,
which embraees the supervision' of flie navi-
gation of all craft thereon, and private
jetties, ete. The department also supervises
the operations of the Merchant Shipping
Act Application Act regarding masters and
seamen enpaged in the interstate trade and
the preparation and promulgation of hydro-
graphical information regarding all the
ports in Weatern Australia. Regarding the
Lunacy Department, which is one of the
largest departments controlled by the Col-
onial Secretary, hon. members will realige
that the functions of that department relate
to the eare and treatment of those persons
who camnot look after themeelves. To give
members a brief history of what is being

G-
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done, 1 would remind them that the follow-
ing institutions are direetly controlled by
the department: Claremont Hospital for
the Ingane, Whitby Falls Flespital for the
Insane at Muondijong, and ¢‘Green-
place.”’  Tn aldition te those there are
certain goldier mental cases for whom the
Repatriation Commission are responsible
finaneially, and these are accommodated at
‘‘Stromness,’’ Cottesloe Beach, While the
patients at ‘*Stromness’’ are ineluded in the
totat number of insane under the care of
the Lunacy Department, their maintenance,
together with the purchase price and upkeep
of ‘‘Stromness,”’ are matters entirely for
the Commoenwealth authorites wader the ad-
ministration of the Repatriation Department.
There are obzervation wards at the Perth
Hospital where patients are received prior
to heing sent to Claremont if necessary. T
am sorry to say that those wards have not
been altered or hrought up to date. Re-
cently the Government purchased 19 aeres
for the purpose of establishing a uwew re-
ception home at Point Heatheote, on the
south side of the Swan River. The sitoa-
tion is an ideal one, and with suitable ae-
rommodation should prove most Leneficial to
those who are prepared to submit themselves
for treatment during the early stages of
their mental disabilities, Provision ia made
on this year’s Loan Estimates for the estab-
lishment of the home. T do not think any
miember will say a reception home is not
needed. The present reception home at *ha
Perth Hospital is a disgrace to the State.

Mr. Taylor: And a menace to the hospital.

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: Ycp, as well as to
the patients sent there for observation. T
hope that in the near future something may
be done to improve the positien,

Mr. Taylor: When the reception home is
built, the other will be abolished.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes. Inebriate
patients are sent to the Salvation Army
Home at Terth and Claremont, the former
being set nside for female and the latter
for male patients. The Lunacy Department
pavs the Salvation Army authorities Tor
their maintenanee and c¢are, The amount
allowed is £1 per head for men and £] 10a.
for women. Both these homes are licensed
under the Imebriates Act and are supervised
by the Inspector General of Tnstitutions for
Inebriates. On the 1st July last the num-
ter certified to be insane in the various in-
stitutions was as follows: Cliremont, 699
males, 3834 females; Whithy, 29; Green-
place, 14; Stromness, 15, a total of 1,081;
and in the observation wards in the Perth

Hosnital, 15 males and@ 5 females not
certified.
Mr. Thomson: How does that compare

with the other States?

Hon. W. 8. MUNSIE: For the year ended
the 30th June last Western Australia's total
per thousand of population was the most
favourable, The State Children Department
comes directly under my administration.
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Its functions have recently been ecritieised,
but while it is not doing all that I should
like to see it do, it is doing as much as, if
not more than, any other State in the Com-
monwealth.  Wherever possible we favour
adoptions and the boarding-cut system. Dur-
ing the last two years two institutions have
been closed. While I give the institutions
all ercdit for the splendid work they are
doing, T am satisfied home life is preferable
for the children, no matter how good an in-
stitution might be.

Mr. Thomson:
course.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes. Let me yive
a word ef praise to the officers of the de-
partment. 'The maintenance officer and the
inspectors, both men and women, are fo-
ing magnificent work, I am oanly sorry that
many of the recommendations submitted
by the inspectors camnot be earried out.

Mr, Taylor: The select committee went
into this matter four years ago.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes; [ was a
member of the select committee,

Mr. Taylor: The report conld not have
heen more favourable,

Hon, 8, W, MUNSIE: The seleet com-
mittee secured a list of children hoarded
out in the wetropolitan area, and visited
12 homes on each of four days. There was
no preparation or pre-arrangement; they
were surprise visits. With only one exeep-
tion, the homes were first-clags. The de-
partment deserve credit for choosing good
homes where the children are treated so
kindly. The numher of echildren charge-
able to the State on the 30th June last
wos 3,286. Payments were made to 7390
mothers keeping their own children, who
nombered 2,118: to orphanages 743 child-
ren; boarded out, 396 children; in reeeiv-
ing depdt, 20 children. 'The rate of sub-
sidy paid to institutions and te individuals
is—orphanages, 9s. per week if children
edueated on the premises, 83, per week when
attending State schools; Tndustrial School
for Girls, under 14 years, 9s., over 14 years
103. per week; Secaforth Girls’ Tndustrial
Scehool, minimum guarantee, £15 per week;
Salvation Army Industrial School for
Boys, minimwm  grarantee, £10  per
weelt; Salvation Army Home for Mentallv
Defective Boys, minimum guarantee, £20
rer week. Let me pay a compliment Lo
the Salvation Army Home at Seaforth. This
is the only inetitution that ecaters for the
eare of backward elildren Tt has two
teachers, oue o trained psychologist, and
both are deing magnificent work in train-
ing mentally deficient children. I am only
sorry we cannot institute a general scheme
to deal with mentally defieient children.
The Edueation Department pays the aalar-
ies of hoth teachera

The Minister for Lands: That is in addi-
tion to the £7 per weck for each child,

Hon, 8, W. MUNSIE: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: They onght to
do very well at that vate.

Under supervision, of
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Hon, 8, W, MUNSIE;: Sometimes a
child bronght befors the State Children
Court s comsidered mentally deficient, and
the only expert in the State is the teacher
at the Seaforth Home.

Mr. Mgrn: The best in the Common-
wealth.

Hon, S. W, MUNSIE: I have approved
oi the payment to that gentleman of £1 per
child examined in his own time. After fin-
ishing his schoo) werk at Seaforth he has
tv come to Perth for the examination and
classification of children. I asked the Chil-
dren’s Court authorities how much would
be required to cover the total number of
children for a year, and £25 waa cousidered
sufficient. The senle for children boarder
out is:—under ene year, 11s. per week; one
year to two years, 10s. per week; two years
to 14 years, 9s. per week. For infants
as much as 15s. per week is paid,
and special payments are made for delieate
children. I have received complaints that
9s. per week is not sufficient. T am sorry T
cannot inerease the amount, but the system
adopted by the department is fairly liberal.
If a mother is earning somnething but has
elildren to keep and rent fo pay, or if a
¢hild is working and has to pay rail or tram
fares, the fares, rent, rafes and taxes are
taken into account and deducted from the
actual earnings of the family. If then
there is not the equivalent of 9s. per head
ineluding the mother, the amount is made
up to 9s. That is quite as far as we can go
at present, though T hope that in future
more money will he available so that the
amount might be increased to 10s. No re-
lief to unemployed was granted from the
31at August, 1923, until July, 1924. From*
that date to the 22nd OQctober, 1924, the
amount granted was £253.

Mr. Mann: Does that inelude railway
tares?

Jlon. S. W. MUNSJIE: Xo, that is parely
sustenance to unemnployed. The number of
adopticns arranged last year was 91, a re.
cerd for any one vear. TExeellent homes
have been found. The outlook of the child-
ren placed under this heading is bright,
espeeially  for haby girls.  Everr child
available and eligible has been placed.
There has been a ateady decline in the num-
Ler for the past threec or four years. This
is partly accounted for by the numerous
adoptions arranged and the fewer children
being committed to the care of the depart-
ment. 1 wish to pay a tribote to the work
that has heen done by Mr. Bulley. There
is no doubt alont it that he has performed
splendid work *n the metropolitan area. It
has been put up to me recently that a
woman probation officer would do equally
well. Under existing circumstances I hardly
think it ncecessarv, considering the state of
the finances, to appoint such an officer he-
cauge, weell after week and month after
month, the numher of girls being committed
to the State is decreasing, and while that is
so the work of the officer becomea less,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thomson: That is satisfactory.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: It is, and I do not
wish to disturb that state of affairs. Im
connection with the Labour Bureau, branches
are established at Fremantle, Northam, Kel-
lerberrin, Kalgoorlie, Geraldten, York, Bev-
erley, Bruce Rock, Narropin, Wagin, Katan-
ning, Albany, Punbury, and Bridge-
town. During the year the number of appli-
eanta for work in Perth has been, males
7,337 and females 3,194. The engagements
made in Perth numbered 5,333 males and
1,846 females, s total of 7,179. In the coun-
try branches the number of applicants for
work was 1,691 males, and no females. The
total noumber of engagements there was 842,
There is nothing more that I ean tell hon,
members now, but I shall be glad te give
any information desired when the items are
reached.

Mr, GRIFFITHS (York) [10.5): I was
glad to hear the remarks of the Honorary
Minister with respect to the Charities De-
partment, principally for the reasom that I
was 1 member of the select committee that
inquired into the working of the department
some few years ago. It iz pleasing to koow
that many of the suggestions that were made
by the committee in their report have been
adopted.  The question the committee in-
quired into was somewhat complez. We
found that many of the things that had been
said to exist, had been greatly exaggerated.
Ou the other hand, there was a good deal of
ground for dissatisfaction in regard to soms
of the then existing conditions at the Chari-
ties Department. From what the Minister
has said, it is evident that things have been
placed on a much more satisfaetory footing.
1 rose merely to express my satisfaction at
some good having resulted from the work of
the select committee.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.7]:
There is one division about which I desire
to offer some remarks. It would appear thai
the activities of this department have been
clonded in past years, Last year T felt some
coneere beeause there was mo report avail-
able for perusal by the general public who,
no doubt, take a keen intevest in this all-
useful institution—I refer to the Observa.
torv. A vear or two ago a very important
astronomical event took place, and that
event brought #stronomers here from ail
parts of the world. For the sake of eon-
venirnt ohservation the scientists went to
Wallal and amongst that contingent were
several from our local observatory. They,
however, kept at a respectful distance from
the other seientists; they were two or three
miles away fromn them, and it was felt by
our representatives that even their wireless
should npt be tampered with in any way by
the visiting astronomers. The public should
be made aware that the Government Astron-
omer in this State is not lacking in a keen
sense of his duty to Western Australia, and
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that he has wade up for not presenting a
report in 1922, by furnishing 2 report for
the years 1923 and 1924, Tt will, therefore,
be seen that he is right up-to-date. When
members read about some of the items of
this observatory, which is costing the eoun-
try £1,585 per amnum to administer, they
will have a better appreciation of the Gov-
ernment Astronomer’s services to the State.
I first draw attention to the faet that by
not having last year’s report hefore me I
am not able to give even a fair idea of this
officer’s fatigning duties. He dealt at some
length with thesubjectof latitude in the vear
previous to 1923, even if he did not afford
mueh information about tidal waves, which,
he tells us, are peculiar to Geraldton, Tt is
as well to know that this public officer is
costing the State over £1,500 per annum and
that he is performing a useful function. So
that any ecriticism of the officer may not
he regarded as heing too severe it might be
hetter to quote his own remarks, Firat I
will refer to the installation of a mysterious
mnaching for taking seismographic re-
cords. 1 understand thai machine takes
records of voleanie disturbances. If I
am incorrect in that assumption I hope
that the Government Astronomer will set me
right. At all events, the ex-Premier should
be sharply criticised for the fact that he
has been s0 unmindful of this man’s
duties to the State that he kept the insti-
tution undermanned to such an extent that
in the installation of the seismograph the
whole staff had to take off their coats to
put the machine in its place. It was a
great oversight om the part of the ex-
Premier to negleet the institution to that
extent, and his action ecalls for the most
severe criticism and castigation,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Please do not
talk so loudly; T do want to have a rest.

Mr. LAMBERT : Very well. Dealing
with the seismograph, the Government
Astronomer says that hefore proceeding
with the work of drecting the instrument
he was awaiting information from Canada.
Whether he was waiting to ascertain what
the machine was for or as to the correct
method of erecting it, I do not know. He
remarks—

I am waiting for information from the
Dominion Observatory in Canada before
doing anvthing in the nature of altera-
tions to the present installation.

[ commend the Government Astronomer
for his Scoteh caution in not touching
this mysterious instrument until he ig
thoroughly primed br ohservatories in
other parts of the world. He proceeds—
I should like to place on record the
facet that all the work connected with
the installation of this instrument was
performed by the observatory staff, and
I express my appreciation of their
enthusiasm.
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Now, listen to this epoch-making remark—
If they had not been willing to turn-to
I am afraid the instrument would still
be in the packing case,

I think that the ex-Premier, who 1s so lost

to his sense of public responsibility and

the importance of the high office of Gov-
ernment Astronomer, should certainly be
castigated. Is it little wonder that
another party has received a mandate
from the people of this country, a party
that is not unmindful of its duties to
everyone in the State. It is a public
scandal that thiz officer should have had
to take off bis coat and turn-te. Appar-
ently there is another important function
performed by him, for in his report he

SAFE—

The number of visitors to the Ob-
servatory, both day and avening, is
steadily increasing, and it is becoming
a problem, with a reduced staff, to cope
with the demand for peeps through the
telescope.

Think of the heartlessness of tbe ex-
Treasurer who so reduced this staff that
they find difficulty in coping with a de-
mand for peeps through the telescope!
The officer continues—

In 1922-23 no fewer than 104 evenings
were given up to the general publie, and
¢lose on 2,000 people listened to instrue-
tive information about the heavenly
bodies, and then peeped through the
telescope.

Here is another paragraph—

I would like to point out the time
given up to these visitors, who con-
sisted largely of school children and
members of varions societies, is mainly
in the nature of overtime, ama Mr.
Yeates and I are the two sufferers,

Think of it! AIll this to allow people to
peep through the telescope and get in-

.struetive information about the heavenly

bodies.

Mrx, Grifiiths: They were not working on
the 44-hour weelk,

The Minister for Lands: How do you
know?t

Mr. LAMBERT: In
officer writes—

The only consolation we have is that
the ehildren and grown-ups derive
edneative benefit and the Observatory
is thought highly of by the pgeneral
public, a consummation we are justly
proud of.

If that would not make the
astronomers of the past turn in their
graves. I do not know what would! To
show my deep sense of annreciation of our
astronomer’s services to Western Austra-
lia, T move—

That the vote be reduced by £1.

conelugion that

great
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Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [10.20]: 1
wish to say a word or two on the subject
of gaols. Prisoners sent to gaols are sent
to be reformed rather than to be punished.
Life in the Fremantle gaol is not likely
to reform prisoners; more likely is it to
make of them hardened ecriminals, Of
course [ appreciate the way in which the
gaol i3 conducted by the staff, and I will
admit that every consideration is given
to the prisoners.

Mr, Griffiths: Is it a fact that they do
not like leaving the place?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, I do not think so,
for they get ont when they cam., The
trouble with the system is that the men
are too much in company with each other,
and so are likely to bhecome hardened
criminals, I hope the Treasurer will try
to find funds for the establishment of a
prison farm. Fully 80 per cent. of our
prisoners, not being dangerous criminals,
could he worked on such a farm. There
is down there a gaol within a gaocl, a re-
formatory, but 1 understand it is not
nearly large enough, and not altogether
soitable. It should be enlarged until the
prison farm can be established. On the
Police Estimates I brought up the question
of the transport of prigoners, but the Min-
ister for Police declared that it did not
come within his department, Seemingly
it ia in the Colonial Seeretary’s depart-
ment. But, wherever it may be, I hope
that before I conclude my term in this
House I shall manage to ensure a reform
in the transport of prisoners about the
metropolitan area. It is incredible that
we should be still tolerating the system of
chaining men together and exposing them
to the public view on railway stations be-
tween the Perth courts and the Fremantle
gaol. The Minister has admitted that,
although he has done fairly well with the
State Children Department, he has not
done all he would like to have done. The
amount of money allowed for outdoor re-
lief and State children i3 altogether
inadequate.  Nine shillings per week
will unot keep any child. More money
must be made available for the feeding
of our State children. A little while
ago a woman living in one of the
sunhurbs of Fremantle came to me and
declared that the 27s. weekly she was re-
ceiving for the support of herself and her
two children was not sufficient to keep her,
Thinking to do her a good turn, T managed
to get her a position bringing in £1 a week.
But then an officer from the Charities De-
partment informed me that, in consequence,
the State relief granted to the woman would
have to be redueed. So, it scems T did her
a bad turn after all. However, I understand
she has not yet heen rcduced, and T hope
she will not he. Tndeed, as T have said, it
is essential that these allowances should be
increased. Tn conclusion, T should like to
know what has happened to the ward that
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was to be buiit for returned soldiers at the
asylum. Y am continually being asked
about that ward and I have no answer to
give.

Mr, THOMSOX (Kataoning) [10.25]: 1
vongratulate the Minister on the concise
statement he has given to the House. I
agree with the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) that we ought to have a prison
farm. From policy we could them work the
prisoners upon that farm and pay them for
their work, so that on the completion of his
sentence each man might have a few shil-
lings in his pocket in order to get a clear
start again, I, too, should like to know what
has bees done in respect of the ward to be
built for our returned soldiers. In my view
the whole of that responsibility should be
undertaken by the Commonwealth., The re-
port given by the Minister in respect of
State children. and outdoor relief is very
satisfactory. I am quite in accord with the
principle adopted in the boarding out of
children in private homes rather than con-
fining them in institutions. I must admit
that every case I have brought before the
department bas received prompt attention.
The methed we have adopted is a good one.
Where the bread-winner has been taken from
a family, the children instead of being put
into an institution, are left with the mother,
and we assist her to maintain them
until they are able to help themselves.
There have been instances of a mother hav-
ing a certain amount of money, but through
having a large family, she has been com-
pelled to use her capital, because the depart-
ment would not assist her until she had
spent the whole of her money. That is a
wrong principle. We should assist a woman
even if she has a certain amount of money.
The member for Coolgardie gave an illum-
inating naddress op the Ohbservatory. Some
years ago an effort was made to strike ount
this vote. This is one of the activities that
might well be taken over by the Federal
Government. I suggest that the Premier
offer the building and staff to the Federal
anthorities.

The Minister for Works:
have the building and site.

Mr. Richardson: They would want to
regulate our weather then.

Mr. THOMSON: I shonld like the Min-
ister to inform us of what benefit the Ob-
servatory is to the State.

Mr. Teesdale: (Gireat losses nf sheep were
avoided in the North as a vesult of the fore-

They cannof

casts.
Mr. Latham: They are issued by the
metentologist.

My, THOMSOX : T congratulate the Min.
ister on the information supplied to us and
regret that a larger sum cannot be provided
for this department.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [10307: The
member for Fremantle spoke of placing
men from the Fremoantle gaol on usefnl
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work, If we had a farmn where they could
be employed, they would cultivate a liking
for country life and might be improved
morally. .

The Minister for Lands: Thirty-six are at
Rottineat.

Mr, LATHAM: They ecannot do much
good there. We ought to get them away
from the city.

The Premier: They all come from coun-
try digtriets.

Mr. TJATHAM: The Premier’s interjec-
tivn reminds me that I was once asked to
tzlle a question in this House as to the
nuinber of men in the lunatic asylum who
canie from the land, and the number who
had been working light land. T did not
have cheek enough to ask the question. The
unsophisticated people come from the land,
not the wrong-doers. In many other States
great benefit has resulted from placing these
men on farms, New Zealand years apo did
a lot of good work with such people. The
matter of the Observatory should be ser-
iously taken up with the Commonwealth.
If the astronmomer is deing good work, it is
being done not omnly for tha State hut for
the Commonwealth and is a national work.
I think the meteorologist foes the work for
the shipping, It ia time the Federal au-
thorities took over the Obgervatory and re-
lieved this already over-hurdened State.

The Premier: That is more unification. If
it had been controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment would we have had the eclipse
viewed from Wallal?

Mr. LATHAM: Wallal was the most suit.
ahle place for observing the celipse, or it
would not have been selected. T believe in
unifieation if it affeets only the transfer of
the Obagervatory.

Mr. Lambert: The astronomers arranged
to have the eclipse there.

Mr. LATHAM: Then they must be move
clever than I gave them credit for being.
The Observatory is an unnecessary burden
on the people of the State. The memher
for Coolgardie, in discussing this matter on
one occasion, suggested that if the money
spent on the Observatory were paid to an
agrieultural chemist, some good would re-
sult. If the money ean be spent more bene-
ficially ard the Commonwealth will not take
over the institution, we should strike out
the vote. While T do not wish to see the
work of Mr, Curlewis thrown to the winds,
we shounld earry only such burdens as we
ean afford,

Fon, 8. W, MUNSIE (Hannans—in re-
plyy 110,341: T shall not attempt to reply
to the complaint of the memher for Cool-
gardie, who treated the matter of the Ob-
servatory as a joke.

Mr. Tatbam: T think he was quite serious.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: Last session he
complained becauvse the officer controlline
the Obrervatory had not submitted his an-
nual report; this vear he eomplains hecause
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e subwitted the reports of two years. The
imemler for Fremantle has raised the ques-
tion of the transport of prisoners to the
Fremantle gaol. I will make representa-
tions to the Colonial Secretary in the mat-
ter. He also compiained that children corld
not live on 9s. a week. I am sorry I cannot
give more. I know of two families of which
the breadwinner, though working every day
1 the week, cannot earn enough to provide
an average of 9s. a week for every member
of the family. I know of ancther family
in which there are nine children and wherc
the same thing appertains. T do not say 0s.
a week is enough for a child, but there are
many children whose fathers have to keap
them on less than that.

Mr. Thomson: Compared with other parts
of the world they are¢ fortumate in getting
that much.

Hon, 8 W. MUNSIE: It is not possibic
to increase the allowance at present, The
member for Fremantle also wanted some
definite information about the mental home
for returned soldiers. The agreement with
the Commonwealth i3 not signed. It was
gone into by the previous Government and
practically agreed to by the then Colonial
Seeretary. This agreement practically com-
mitted the State to an expenditure of
£40,000 on the erection of a home.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt was £20,000,

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: It was £40,000 al-
together. Western Australia did not get a
fair deal under that agreement, but for-
tunntely it was neot sipned as originally
drufted by the Commenwealth authorities.
The present Government are now negotiat-
ing for an agreement that will be more
favgurable to this State. 'We have sue-
ceeded in inducing the other Government
to give way. We have had another confer-
ence with officers of the TRepatriation De-
partment, The Colonial Seeretary recently
received an influential and representative
deputation from people who have been vitally
interested in the matter, urging upon him the
neeessity of not entering into any agree-
ment bhut eompelling the Federal Govern-
ment to do their duty.

Mr. Thomson: Tirat iz what they ought
to do.

Hon. §. W, MUNSIE: The State Gov-
ornmient have no right to enter into negotia-
tions with the Commonwealth for the treat-
ment of mentally affected returned soldiers,
and, if they had sat tight, the Common-
wealth would have been compelled to do
their dufy.

Mr. Mann: Did they not threaten to re-
move their patients to another State?

Hen, 8. W, MUXNSIE: I helieve so.
There is another unfair condition in the
agreement, The Commonwealth say they
are prerared to take the responsibility only
for those returned soldiers wha were proved
to be mentally affected within two years
of their discharge from the army. This
meant that the total number of patienta in
this State the Commonwealth would provide
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for would be 32, as against 33 to be pro-
vided for by this State. If the Common-
wealth Government were prepared to ae-
cept responsibility for men who lost their
reason within two years after their dlis--
charge, they should be equally responsible
for those who have done so within four
years afterwards.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No.

Hon. &, W. MUXNSIE: Year hy vear
the Commonwealth contributions to the ex-
penditure will become less, and those of
the State will increase. Ex.service men
should be treated in the same way. I hope
when the negotiations of the Federal Gov-
ernment are concluded a much more favour-
able agreement for this State will be made.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will not
be doing anything for the soldiers in the
end.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSBIE: This Government
is prepared to do as much for the returned
soldiers as any other Government, but 1
believe it is the duty of the Commonwealth
to earry out this work,

Mr. Davy: I hope this duty will nou
remain unfuolfilled while the State and the
Commonwealth squabblae.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Tt is not unful-
filled, although the present arrangement is
unsatisfactory. I am bound to say that the
State has segrepgated the returned soldier
patients from the ordinary patients even at
Claremont. Though the soldiers have been
locked after pending the negotiations, I
admit that the position is not altogether
aatisfaetory. If they were being neglected
altogether while the negotiations were in
progress there would he some point in the
interjection. T would rather let the returned
goldiers remain for gome time to come
where they are, while we see whether we
cannot get a better agrcement from the
Federal Government. The duty is one that
pertains to the Commonweulth, The mem-
ber for Katanning stated that it was the
practice of the department to compel a
widow who had some money when the
breadwinner died, to spend that money he-
fore granting relief for the maintenance of
the children. T assure the hon. memher
that his information is incorrect.

Mr, Wilgon: It was the practice at one
time.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: But it is not the
practice now, and has not been for some
time,

Mr. Richardson: Tt was the practice a
fortnight ago.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: There muat he
something behind that case, apart from the
fact of the widow having money.

Mr. Richardson: I will give yon the par-
ticulars to-morrow.

Hor. 8. W, MUNSIE: T investipated sev-
eral such cases, and found that the reason
was not as alleged. Tf other cases are sub-
mitted to me I will inquire into them.
Quite recently there was a case of a woman
who bad been left a few hnndred pounds.
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She applied for assistance, and in her
statement mentioned that she had that sum
of moncy but intended te use it in pur-
chasing o home, as she was paying rent,
The department apgreed to that proposal
straight away, and assisted her with fur-
ther money to get the home. However, if
a widow has money which is earning income,
naturally the department deduct that im-
come when granting sustenanee for the
children.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed,

Fote—Aborigines, £10,333:

Mr. MARSHATLL: It seems to me 2 great
waste of money to maintain the Moore
River settlement. If the same amount of
labour as is utilised on that settlement were
transferred to a spot where ample land was
available for development, the institution
would pretty well maintain itself instead
of being a drain on the Treasury. I drew
attention to this matter previously, and the
Government of the day nromised to consider
my proposals. Where it is, the institution
has a fair block of land and also a fair
block of sand. Even in those adverse ecir-
cumstances particularly good work is being
done. The Government might well grant
a more favourable location further along
the river or else further along the Midland
Raijlway. I visited the place when the late
Mr. Campbell was in charge, and a very
cfficient controller he was, T believe the
institution is still being conducted effici-
ently, but on its present gite it must remain
a burden on the State.

Vote put and passed.

Fotes—Fisheries, £5,447; Friendly Sccie-
ties and Regisiry, £9,076; Gaols, £23,408;
Harbour and Light and Jetlies, 58,810—
agreed to.

Vote—Lunacy and Incbriates, £89,623:

Ttem—Dentist (two months), £54:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The appoint-
ment of dentist Las existed for a consider-
able time. Does the fact of salary being
provided for only two months of this year
mean that the position is to be abelished¥

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11 pm.



